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Churches of 


America— 
Awake! 


By DR. JOHN E. ZOLLER, 
Vice-President CHRIST FOR AMERICA 


“Knowing the time ... now it is high time to awake out 


of sleep.”—Rom. 13:11. 


“Why sleep ye? rise and pray.’ 


'—BDLuke 22:46. 


“Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ will give thee light.”—Eph, 5:14. 


I have a very important message which God has given 
me, and I hope I can get you to think. It is so easy for us 
each and every one to let others do our thinking for us. We 
listen to what others say. We read what they write in news- 


papers, books and magazines 


thinking through the issues raised. 


constructive thinking! 


In my message likewise, I want 
to issue a challenge to, our 
churches. The churches of America 
have a vital place in the life of our 
nation. We all know this to be 
true. In an hour of testing and 
trial it is natural for us to turn 
to our churches. But, if the 
church is asleep and has no mes- 
sage for us in this hour — then 
in God's name, what are we to 
do? 

I need not tell you that we are 
living in momentous days, the 
most serious this nation, if not 
the world, has ever known. 


Rev. John Zoller 


and let it go at that without 
I want yo uto do some 


America has reached the lowest 
point spiritually we have ever 
experienced as a nation and this 
has not happened in a day. It has 
been a gradual drifting farther 
and farther from God. In the last 
twenty-five years this trend away 
from God has been tremendously 
accelerated. I can well recall, and 
I am sure you can as well, the 
time when a woman who smoked 
was considered bad. Now it is 
common practice; when good folk 
were hesitant to mingle with a 
man who frequented saloons; 
when divorce was considered a 
terrible thing. Now it is con- 
sidered unusual if a man or woman 
is not divorced. Oh, how far we 
have drifted from the God of our 
fathers! 


We Are Asleep to the Need 
of the Nation 


I look at our beautiful church 
buildings but our strength is not 
in our buildings. I listen to our 
splendidly gowned choirs’ with 
their trained voices, but our sal- 
gation does not lie in our music. 
our fashionably dressed mem- 
bers and realize that in the hearts 
of many are envy, pride, bitter- 
ness and hatred of others. Let us 


(Continued on Page 3) 


See important announce- 
ment by the editor on 
page 7. 
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“That word, I say, ye 
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know, which was published 


throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the bap- 
tism which John preached; How God anointed Jesus of Naz- 
areth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about 
doing good, and healing all that was oppressed of the devil; 
for God was with him.”—<Acts 10:37, 38. 


The Lord Jesus Himself had the 
mighty power of Pentecost! The 
Acts 10:37, 38, 
tells us how, after His baptism by 
John the Baptist, the Holy Ghost 
came upon Him: “How God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghost and with power.” 
And Jesus did all His ministry, 
all His preaching, all His healings, 
all His miracles, all His soul win- 
ning, in the power of the Holy 
Spirit! 

What condescension, that the 
Lord of glory should become a 
man and voluntarily take on Him- 
self the humiliation and frailty 
and temptations of mankind! 
Philippians 2:5-8 says: “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also 
in Christ Jesus: Who. being in the 
form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God: But 
made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a 
servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men: And being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled 
himself, and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the 
cross.”’ 

In Heaven the dear Lord Jesus 
was in the form of God and equal 
with God. Just a glimpse of His 
majesty was shown on the Mount 
of Transfiguration when He was 
transfigured before the disciples. 


above Scripture, 


The Worlds Greatest 


ood Donor 


By REV. WILLIAM E. TROUP, D.D., Pastor 


Goss Memorial Church, Akron, Ohio 


There are three verses of Scrip- 
ture scattered from Leviticus to 
I John that I want to read as we 
think together for a few minutes 
of “The World’s Greatest Blood 
Donor.” 


“For the life of the flesh is in 
the blood: and I have given it to 
you upon the altar to make an 
atonement for your souls: for it 
is the blood that maketh an atone- 
ment for the soul.’’—Lev. 17:11. 

“And almost all things are by 
the law purged with blood; and 
without shedding of blood is no 
remission.’’—Heb. 9:22. 

“But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with another, and 
the blood of Jesus Christ his ‘Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.””—I John 
1:7, 

“Blood plasma is the outstand- 
ing medical discovery of this war,” 
cabled the late Ernie Pyle from 


Sicily. Said he: “Plasma is ab- 
solutely magical. Case after case 
is cited where a wounded man was 
picked up for dead, but within a 
few minutes after the injection 
of the plasma, he was sitting up, 
talking, and on the road _ to 
recovery.” 

Literally thousands of men to- 
day owe their lives to other peo- 
ple’s blood, injected into their veins 
while lying critically wounded on 
some battlefield or in some remote 
base hospital. No doubt there are 
many listening to this program 
who are counted in those 
thousands. 


And no doubt there are many 
listening in who have given a 
pint or more of blood to the tre- 
mendous blood bank that sup- 
plied this liquid life to the dying 
service men and women and 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Rev. Wm, E. Troup 


Long after Christ’s ascension, 
John the beloved, on the Isle of 
Patmos saw Jesus . in the 


midst of the seven candlesticks 
one like unto the Son of man, 
clothed with a garment down to 
the foot, and girt about the paps 
with a golden girdle. His head 
and His hairs were white like wool, 
as white as snow; and his eyes 
were as a flame of fire: And his 
feet like unto fine brass, as if they 
burned in a furnace; and his voice 
as the sound of many waters. 
And he had in his right hand 
seven stars: and out of his mouth 
went a sharp twoedged sword: and 
his countenance was as the sun 
shineth in his strength” (Rev. 1: 
13-16). And how did John greet 
the Saviour, the same Saviour 
upon whose bosom he had once so 
familiarly laiq his head? John 
tells us: “And when I saw him, 
I fell at his feet as dead. And he 
laid his right hand upon me, say- 
ing unto me, Fear not; I am the 
first and the last: I am he that 
liveth. and was dead; and, behold, 


HEAR EVANGELIST JOHN 
R. RICE ON RADIO WAIT 
BEGINNING SUN., JUNE 6 


Beginning Sunday, June 6, Evan- 
gelist John R. Rice may be heard 
at 6:00 p. m. each Sunday on radio 
WAIT, Chicago, daylight saving 
time, 820 on your dial. Tune in for 
this broadcast, and tell your 
friends about it. Pray that God 
will greatly bless the broadcast 
and that He will supply the nec- 
essary funds to carry on this pro- 
gram. 


Seite 


/ Ww \ by Evangelist Joun R.Rice, Eclitor 


Il am alive for evermore, Amen 
and have the keys of hell ang oi 
death” (Rev. 1:17, 18). 


What a contrast between the 
Saviour in His glory in Heave. 
and the Saviour on earth when Hi: 
had laid aside the garments of 
His glory and taken on Himselt 
the form of a servant! The power 
with which the Lord Jesus created 
the worlds, He did not manifest on 
earth. He made Himself of no 
reputation ang took upon Himself 
the form of a servant and was 
made in the likeness of men. And 
of all the wonderful works that 
Jesus did, He did not a one of them 
in His power as deity, His power 
as the Son of God. . These works 
were all done as a Spirit-filled 
man! They were done in the 
power of the third person of the 


(Continued on Page 4) 
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Beautifal new book, clothbound, 
127 pages, free with three 8-month 
subscriptions at $1.00 each. See 
“Important Announcement by the 
Editor,” page 7. 


Dr. JOE HENRY HANKINS-- 


A TRIBUTE 


By DR. BOB SHULER, Pastor 
os Methodist Church, Los Angeles 


(After a gracious revival in 
Trinity Methodist Church, one of 
the largest Methodist churches, 
Dr. Bob Shuler, “Fighting Bob,” 
wrote a glowing tribute to the 
evangelist, Dr. Joe Henry Han- 
kins, in The Methodist Challenge. 
We are glad to quote part of 
that tribute here. Editor). 

“The name, Joe Henry Han- 
kins, is a pretty good sign that 
the man who bears it came from 
the brush .. . But the Joe Henry 
Hankins I am writing about is 
probably the most dynamic 
preacher in America. 

“With some misgivings, the 
Board of Trinity Church invited 
Hankins to conduct our  pre- 


Easter revival this year. It was 
the fact that he was known as a 
rough and tumble revivalist that 
made some members of the Board 
a bit doubtful. Easter meetings 
are supposed to be flavored with 
Lent and Holy Week. piety, and 
to give due credit to new bon- 
nets. They are not supposed to 
be rip-roaring. And yet the Board 
felt we needed Hankins. 

“I studied Hankins, which is 
excusable for a preacher. I tried 
to analyze the man and his tech- 
nique. I confess I could find 
nothing new and startling in his 
message or delivery. It was old, 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 4, 1948 


The World's Greatest 


B 


(Continued from Page 1) 


the 


civilians during past five 
years. 
Yes, there was life in . those 


precious pints of .blo6d that mén 
and women all over America gave. 
In the light of modern medical sci- 
ence, it is not hard for us to 
understand that the difference be- 
tween life and death for thousands 
in Europe, Africa, and the South- 
west Pacific lay in these priceless 
blood donations. 

I. Human Blood of No Avail 

There is a great and tremendous 
truth, however, that we must learn, 
that is, that all human bloog from 
the time of creation until now 
could not save one soul. One pint 
of your blood may Save your 
friend's life, but- human blood can 
never save precious souls. 

Billy Meers was four years old. 
The day came when Billy must 
die of renal edema unless a new 
supply of a pint of blood a day 
could be found. There are hun- 
dreds of patients like Billy in the 
United States. Their blood needs 
are so extravagant that most 
doctors and hospitals give up the 
fight and the patient dies. 

But Baylor University Hospital 
blood bank of Dallas, Texas, was 
very generous to Billy Meers. It 
gave him a pint a day for 227 
days. Then its blood bank be- 
came dangerously depleted and the 


haspital decided that it would 
allow the little fellow no more 
blood unless donors would give 
enou~h blood to replenish the 
bank. 

Billy’s parents were frantic. 
They saw the child's face and 


fingers swell, saw him grow fret- 
ful and throw his toys on the 
floor. They gave all of their own 
blood that they could. Meanwhile, 
papers all over the United States 
took up the cause. 


Result: hundreds of donors 
volunteered to give blood. Cartons 
of plasma arrived from Boston and 
Washington; three hundred WACs 
at Chanute Field, Illinois arranged 
to give a pint of blood apiece. At 
the. week’s end, the Baylor Hos- 


. 
Better Wake Up! 


..- and send your reservation 
for 
THE CONFERENCES 
ON EVANGELISM 


John Brown University 
Siloam Springs 
June 27—July 4 


(only 3 weeks remaining) 
Send Reservations 
with $3.00 per person to 
Sword Conference on Evangelism 
John Brown University, Siloam 
Springs, Ark. 


Lake Louise Con- 
ference Grounds 


Toccoa, Georgia 
August 1-8 


(only two months remaining be- 
fore this conference) 
To make reservation for this Con- 
ference, send $2.00 per person to 
Sword Conference on Evangelism 
Mr. A. J. Philippi 
Lake Louise Conference Grounds 
and Hotel 
Toccoa, Georgia 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Entered as second-class matter at the 
post office at Dixon Ulinois, under 
act of March 3. 18T9. 
124 Bast First Street, Dixon. Ad 
correspondence to the Editorial and execu- 
tive 1 hae 214 West Wesley St... Whea- 


ton, 
EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


D.D., LITT.D, 
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 
Subscription price $2.00 one year; 
$5.00 three years. ada an 
foreign countries, $2.50 a year. 
$6.50 for three years. 
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q| back upon her arms. 


ood Donor 


pital’s blood bank was again in 
the black: the interminable trans- 
fusions began again. 

This is a striking example of 
one’s enjoying life through the 
blood of many. Christianity is the 
story of many enjoying iife 
through the blood of One. That 
One was the Creator who became 
incarnate and gave His precious 
blood for the- life of many. 

Christ's Blood Good Forever 

He said: “The life of the flesh 
is in the blood; and I have given 
it to you upon the altar to make 
an atonement for your souls: for 
it is the blood that maketh an 
atonement for the soul” (Lev. 
17:11). 


The public gave blood for the 
physical life of Billy Meers; but 
the Lord Jesus Christ gave His 
blood for many “for the remission 
of sins’’ (Matt 26:28). 

Then after more than a year of 
transfusions, Billy Meers died in 
spite of the blood of hundreds of 
people; but the precious blood of 
Christ avails forever for those who 
place their trust in Him. 

A man in Glasgow, Scotland, 
found himself in prison because of 
sin. He was given to drunkenness, 
became a sot and grieved the 
heart o° his mother. After he had 
served his term in prison, his 
godly mother pled with him to 
sign the abstinence pledge. He 
said: “No, Mother, I have signed 
enough pledges to paper the walls 
of this room; I need something 
more than to sign a pledge.” 

“But,” she said, “Son, perhaps 
if you sign one more it will help,” 
and handed him a pledge. 

But again he said: “Mother, I 
need a power that can make me 
a sober man and change my life.” 

Growing desperate, his mother 
took a sharp knife and opened one 
of her veins, and dipping a pen 
into her blood, she said: “Son, 
sign it with you mother’s blood, 
and that may help you.” But be- 
fore a great crowd one night this 
man said, “What the blood of my 
mother could not do, the blood of 
Jesus Christ did.” That man was 
cleansed inside and outside, from 
the soles of his feet to the crown 
of his head, for time and for 
eternity, by the blood of Jesus 
Christ. And he became a 
preacher of the gospel of Christ. 


Ii. Eternal Life Depends on 

the Blood 

That leads me to say another 
thing, that is, that eternal life 
depends exclusively upon Christ’s 
blood donations at Calvary. 

“This cup is the new testament 
in my blood which is shed for 
you.”’—Luke 22:20. 

“. . . and without shedding of 
blood is no_ remission.’’—Heb. 
9:22. 

“Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his 
own blood.’’—Rev. 1:5. 

“But if we walk in the light, as 
he is in the light, we have fellow- 
ship one with another, and the 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son 
cleanseth us from all sin.”’—I John 
by B 

Just about two years ago I was 
conducting some meetings in East 
Monessen, Pennsylvania, when one 
evening in a restaurant one of the 
cooperating ministers told this 
story: 

A young boy was once asked 
how long he had known his 
Saviour and if he knew all his 
sins were forgiven. 

“Oh, yes,” he replied, “I know 
that they are all forgiven; I am 
sure of that.” 

“When did you first come to 
know and understand that?” asked 
the minister. 

“When the bee stung mother,” 
said the boy quickly. 

“When the bee stung mother? 
Tell me what you mean, my boy.” 

“Sir,” said the boy, “I have a 
mother who for some years told 
me what Jesus had done for me; 
but I never really understood and 
realizeg how He had taken my 
place and died in my stead, until 
one summer’s afternoon when 
playing at the door of our cottage. 
Mother was ironing at the door in 
the kitchen, her sleeves turned 
Suddenly, 
whilst I was playing around the 
doorstep, a large and much-excited 


Two Unusual Booklets 


By Evangelist John R. Rice 
Sermon from a Catholic Bible 


Discusses what the Bible says 
about the Bible as the only in- 
spired and infallible authority; the 
Virgin Mary; the infallibility of 
the Catholic pope; the celibacy of 
priests; the sacrifice of the mass; 
the mediator of a sinner— Mary, 
the saints, or the priests; and how 
to be saved, according to the 
Catholic Bible. 


A lovely book with a purple- 
printed cover, this has been selling 
for 25c for months now. Soon it 
will be issued in new format, 
however, and so we are placing it 
now among the booklets in the 
15c series. Friendly and heipiul, 
it is neither antagonistic nor ar- 
gumentative. It is not an attack, 
and has no harsh words nor atti- 
tudes. All Scriptures are taken 
from the new Confraternity edi- 
tion of the New Testament trans- 


lated by Catholic authorities. 24 
pages with attractive pictured 
jacket. Price 
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Never Alone, Never Forsaken 

Some 3,500 copies of this book- 
let were given away free during 
letter month. It has been a won- 
derful blessing and scores of let- 
ters have come back telling us of 
the comfort and joy it brought. 
The theme is God’s greatest and 
sweetest truth for the Christian— 
the fact that the Chrisian is never 
alone and never forsaken, but al- 
ways cared for and watched over 
by a loving God. It will comfort, 
thrill and give a new sense of 
peace. It will show the unsaved 
the glories of a life free from 
care, resting in Christ. 

There are 22 pages, printed in 
a beautiful magenta ink on India 
tinted paper, with pictured cover. 
You will find it worth many times 


the price— 
CE i usewid oo 0 wise eb bia lSc 
bee came buzzing around = and 


around my head. It no doubt had 
been hurt, and seemed determined 
to sting. I was frightened, and 
tried once or twice to flap it 
away with my handkerchief; but 
around my head it came. closer 
each time. At last, in despair, I 
ran towards mother, who had been 
watching my efforts to free my- 
self from my opponent; and with 
a cry I hid myself under her long 
white apron. With motherly care 
she put her arms around me. 


“This was hardly done, when 
the bee stung her deeply. She 
felt the sting sharply, but a 


thought struck her which was the 
means of my salvation. She said, 
‘You may come out now, mother 
has received the sting. It cannot 
hurt you now. Its sting is in 
mother’s arm. It has only one 
sting!’ Sorrowful for my mother, 
I looked at the sting. She well 
applied the lesson, explaining to 
me how it was a picture of what 
so long she had told me about 
Jesus having taken my place and 
having been punished in my 
stead. 

“I have learned and often re- 
peated that very verse, ‘With his 
stripes we are healed,’ but I never 
understood until then, with the 
bee sting before me, that it was 
just a picture of what Jesus had 
permitteg to be done to Himself — 
to be punished instead of us, who 
deserved to be punished; and how, 
if we claimed the fact that He had 
taken our place and been pun- 
ished in our stead, we could not 
be punished, 

“The fact that I could do 
nothing for myself dawned upon 
me. I told the Lord Jesus that I 
would trust Him alone for salva- 
tion. 

“I realized that if I put the 
whole matter into His  nail- 
pierced hands, He would certainly 
see that I was saved and be al- 
lowed to enter Heaven.” 


Ill. The Blood Must Be 
Applied 

Finally, let me lay this unde- 
niable fact upon your ming and 
heart — that blood is worthless 
unless it is applied. All the blood 
of all the blood banks of all the 
world cannot save the life of one 
dying person unless it is actually 
received into his veins. And even 
the bloog of Jesus Christ, the 
world’s greates Blood Donor, can- 
not cleanse you from your sins 
unless you come to Him per- 
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“My friends: Let me quote a 
paragraph from a letter I re- 
ceived from a Christian young 
woman several days ago: ‘I 
had the privilege of attending 
Bob Jones University just one 
semester and was then called 
home to care for my mother. 
I thank God even for just that 
one semester at a college where 
Jesus Christ is exalted and is 
also living in the hearts and 
lives of faculty and students. 
Therefore, this money that oth- 
erwise would have been spent 
on my own education will be 
used to help other young peo- 
ple, some of whom I know are 
having financial difficulties’. 
This young lady sent money or- 
ders amounting to $300. We 
followed her instructions ‘and 
put $100 into the building fund 
and $200 of the amount into the 
Student Help Fund. 


In the same mail, I received a 
letter from an alumnus of the 
institution, who is the director 
of young people’s work in one 
of the largest churches in the 
United States. This young man 
when in our school had a hard 
time financially. Every year 
we would have to let him have 
a loan so he could finish up the 
year. Then he would go out in 
the summer and Work, and he 
always paid the school what he 
owed. This young man and his 
wife, a fine young woman 
whom he met at Bob Jones Uni- 
versity, are doing a great job 
for God. In the- letter from him 
a few days ago, he said, ‘Re- 
cently through a friend, we 
have been able to get two very 
fine people to include Bob Jones 
University in their wills. One 
person is leaving $10,000 and 
the other $5,000. This will give 
you, my friends, an idea of the 
loyalty and co-operation we re- 
ceive from students who have 
taken their training in Bob 
Jones University and who know 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


from personal experience what 
the school really does for young 
people. 

I honestly believe that the 
money you Christian friends in- 
vest in Bob Jones University 
will bring greater returns for 
time and for eternity than the 
money invested anywhere else 
in the world, If you are inter- 
ested in missions, you can help 
missions for Bob Jones Univer- 
sity has 500 young people who 
have volunteered for the for- 
eign mission field. If you are 
interested in evangelism at 
home, we are training evange- 
lists. If you are interested in 
orthodox pastors and Bible 
teachers, we are training these. 
Remember, we have 800 young 
men preparing for the ministry. 
Money invested in Bob Jones 
University will be used of God 
in the carrying out of His plans 
in all the departments of the 
Christian program in the age 
in which we are living. Some of 
you have helped us, but some of 
you have not yet sent any con- 
tribution. We are asking you 
to let us hear from you im- 
mediately. Remember, our 
Board meets on the morning of 
June 15; and we wish at that 
time to report to the Board 
that the deficit on our building 
program that had not been pro- 
vided for when we started the 
buildings has been taken care 
of. You will help us make this 
report, won’t you? Maybe you 
friends who have invested some 
would like to inmweest some more, 
but I am just hoping that you 
who haven’t fhvested any in the 
past will send some amount be- 
fore the Board meets. We are 
expecting you to do it; and you 
will not disappoint us, I am 
sure. Thank you and God bless 
you.” 

BOB JONES, 

Bob Jones University 
Greenville, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 


sonally by faith and claim 
promise for yourself. 

On the night of the Passover in 
Egypt when God told all the 
Israelites to kill the lamb, catch 
the blood in a basin, and sprinkle 
the blood upon the doorposts and 
lintels, there would have 
death of the first-born in every 
Israelite home if the head of the 
house had killed the lamb, caught 
the bloog in a basin, and had set 


the 


the basin on the doorstep. The 
blood had to be appli 
If Jesus could have died a 


thousand deaths upon a thousand 
crosses, men would still go to 
Hell -and eternal punishment ex- 
cept by personal faith in His fin- 
ished work on Calvary. Only 
through faith in Him are men 
brought out of the darkness of 
sin into the glorious light of the 
gospel and made new creatures in 
Christ. This is the only avenue of 
the new birth. By this means 


alone can men have eternal life 


and Heaven. 

Friend, will you come to Christ 
today? Will you claim the 
cleansing power of His blood for 
your sins? Don't delay. Come 
to Him now! 


Your Decision 

Will you make the following 
your decision: “‘Believing that the 
Lord Jesus Christ died for me 
and that God raised Him from the 
dead for me, I now receive Him as 
my personal Saviour and Lord. I 
will trust Him at all times and 
with His help will confess Him be- 
fore others.” 

The story is told of a traveller 
who, on visiting a strange town, 
was attracted by a somewhat 
unique spire adorning a _ public 
building. Halfway up the spire 
there was a break, in the form of 
a stone lamb; thereafter the spire 
rosé to its point. Accosting a 
passer-by who happened to be an 
inhabitant of the town, the vis- 
itor asked if there was any par- 
ticular significance attached to 
the peculiar spire. There was, and 
this is what the inquirer ,learned. 

When the builders reached :that 
part of the spire marked by the 
lamb, a mason lost his balance, 
and, falling off the scaffolding, 
was hurled below. His workmates 
rushed down, expecting to find 
his mangled body on the pave- 
ment beneath. To their surprise, 
however, it was found that he was 
little the worse for his fall. It 
appears that as he well a flock 
of sheep happened to be passing 
by; and instead of the mason be- 


been 


ing crushed to his death, he drop- 
ped with terrific force upon a lamb. 
Its body was broken, but the 
man’s life was saved. And so, t@ 
commemorate the deliverance, @ 
stone lamb ‘vas worked into that 
part of the spire referred to. 


Thus was it at Calvary! God's 
Lamb was bruised and broken. 
He bore the full weight of man’s 
sin, and now there is life and de- 
liverance for the sinner. Think of 
the weight of the sin of the world, 
and a world of sin—what a bur- 
den! But it all fell upon His holy 
heart. It would have been enough 
for such an Holy One to bear 
the sin of one. What wnust it have 
meant to carry the terrible load 
of sin for all men? Oh, what 
grace! No wonder an old divine 
tells us that “the death and blood 
of Jesus is the diamond set in 
the golden ring of the gospel.” 

He bore your sin as He died on 
the accursed tree. His death for 
you, however, avails nothing on 
your. behalf unless by faith you 
receive Him as your Saviour. If 
you have not done so, will you 
swing the heart’s door widely 
open and tid the Saviour enter? 
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Churches of America--Awake'! 


(Continued from Page 1) 
admit the truth! We are ali sin- 
ners in God's sight! All too many 
sermons we preachers give our 
people do not exalt Christ. 

Too many times we have for- 
gotten our sacred calling, for- 
gotten that we have been entrusteg 
with God's message of salvation. 
We have given our time to study- 
ing and preaching social and 
humanitarian doctrines, while 
Christ has been given a secondary 
place. On the Antioch cup, which 
is claimed by some to be the 
original Holy Grail, the figure of 
Christ is seen sitting above the 
Roman eagle. This was His posi- 
tioh in the ‘early centuries. He 
was first, the nation second. Today 
we have given Christ a secondary 
place and many have pushed Him 
entirely aside. Meanwhile as a 
nation we are daily drifting farther 
And farther from God. 


We Are Asleep to the Deadly 
Power of Sin 

God can do much with a church 
B0ing forward on its knees, but 
what can God do with churches 
who ignore the fact of sin, who 
say nothing is wrong; that life in 
America is going on well, in spite 
of high prices, because their work 
is prosperous; who “fiddle while 
Rome burns,” even denying there 
is a fire? 

My task, my friends, is to show 
you our true condition; not to be 
called a pessimist, but to defeat 
the deadly optimism that prevails. 
Let us insist upon the truth, even 
though it hurts! Do you know that 
last year 9,000 churches closed 
their doors permanently because 
of a lack of interest and support, 
never to open them as a church 
again? Do you know that over 
66 million people in America are 
not members of any church of any 
denomination? Do you know that 
only 8% of the remaining group 
attend church on a Sunday morn- 
ing and only 2% at night? 
Hundreds of the largest churches 
in our cities are closed on Sunday 
night because they couldn’t get a 
corporal’'s guard to attend. 

Do you know that many of our 
best preachers must give most of 
their time to raising money to 
keep their churches going at all? 
Do you know that our giving last 
year for liquor was $55 for each 
man, woman and child in our 
nation, while all we gave for the 
support of our churches and the 
spreag of the gospel throughout 
the world was but $5.50? 

Why do these conditions exist? 
Why are we at such a low ebb 
spiritually ? Why have the spiritual 
fires of our nation burned so low? 
Why are our churches asleep? 
One Reason Is Because of Our 

Changed Ideas About 
the Bible 

There has been a unified and 
concerted attack by the enemies 
of Chirst to rob it of its power. 
They desire and reject any super- 
natural interference with the 
natural. So they have proceeded 
scientifically to do away with the 
Bible. This had to be done 
gradually. From the pulpit, in 
some of the Bible seminaries where 
young men are trained and 
through books, newspapers and 
magazines they proceeded to 
destroy faith in God’s Holy Word. 

At first they began work on its 
tengue and teeth to keep the 
Bible from speaking so plainly of 
the working of God in _ super- 
tatural power. Then, they went 
ower, seeking to weaken its 
ihroat so as to muffle its clarion 

all. Then they put forth their 
upreme effort. They cut out its 
eart when they took from the 
wred Word the cross of Christ 
ad His atoning blood. This is one 

tal reason why we are at such a 

w spiritual ebb today. This ex- 

lains why so many churches are 

josed Sunday evenings and many 
ever open at all. 

All too often we see churches 
re preachers and professors 
redit the Bible and offer the 
le only vague and outworn 
ries that do not have one bit 
strength and power in them. 

t the Word of God will mever 
loge its power. “Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but my words 

not pass away” (Matt, 24: 

5). This is God’s promise and it 

is true. Remember this — man 


can never destroy God's Holy 
Word! Men can deny its super- 
natural workings. They may 


seek to rob Christ of His virgin 
birth, make of Him but a good 
man; an example to be followed; 
deny the power of His. atoning 
blood, deny the fact of His resur- 
rection from the dead and His 
literal return to earth but — get 
this now — simply because men 
preach and teach these denials does 
not make them so. Christ was 
virgin born. He is the Son of 
God. He dig die on the cross, 
shedding His precious blood for 
Our sins. He rose from the dead 
and even today is seated on the 
throne in glory and one day soon 


He will return. My friends, be- 
lieve God’s Word! If there be any 
doubt whatever in your mind 


regarding these truths, follow the 
light God gives you and you will 
get more light! Yoy will never 
get light by listening to the 
denials ef those who have never 
experienced God’s wonderful sav- 
ing, transforming power! “The 
entrance of thy words giveth light” 
(Psa. 119:130). 

This Kind of Crisis Has Faced 

Other Nations 

With modern automobiles and 
Sin made so attractive it is so 
easy to make a holiday out of a 
holy day. Many say, “Why should 
I go to church when there are so 
many other interesting things I 
can do?” In the summer, lakes 
ang streams bring an _ inviting 
call. In the winter time it is 
movies, dances and night clubs. 
We have al] these things and 
many more. And while we do these 
things we are asleep to the fact 
that we are facing a_ spiritual 
crisis in the nation, that unless we 
repent we must face the mighty 
judgments of God. 

My friends, do not think that 
because this is America we shall 
be spared. This is not the first 
time a nation has faced a spiritual 
crisis. Other nations have ex- 
perienced a similar crisis with its 
resultant judgment. For instance, 
the people in the time of Noah 
were warned that judgment would 
come if they did not repent. 
Noah’s pleading message was re- 
jected and God’s judgment fell. 
On the tombstone of the ante- 
diluvian world we read, “We died 
because we would not believe 

Sodom and Gomorrah faced this 
same crisis. They were warned 
by Lot that destruction by fire 
was certain and sure if they didn’t 
repent. They mocked Lot and can- 
tinued in their rejection until the 
fire fell. In the smoke rising 
above the ashes of the destroyed 
cities we read these words, “We 
rejecteq God and we died.” Even 
Babylon, the first Gentile World 
Empire, mighty in power, faced 
God's anger and judgment for her 
wickedness. She has stamped on 
her tombstone, “Weighed in the 
balances and found wanting.” 

ave Have Been Warned © 
has been warning us 
PR oicve the years, pleading 
with us to serve and follow Him. 
He has warned us through drought. 
He has warneg us through deva- 
stating floods. He has warned us 
through dust storms which have 
left some of our finest wheatland 
a desert waste. He has warned us 
through earthquakes. He has 
warned us through war which has 
taken some of the finest flower 
of our manhood and womanhood. 
How much longer are we going 
to refuse to listen? 

Remember, my friends, it is the 
churches of America which have 
made us the “land of the free and 
the home of the brave.” Wherever 
the church has gone, men have 
been blessed. Wherever the true 
gospel has been preached, poverty, 
sin and suffering have been 
changed to righteousness, peace 
and joy. We may have our de- 
nominational lines, but my friends, 
the true church is composed of 
born-again people from all the 
denominations. “We are _ not 
divided, &ll one body we; One in 
faith and doctrine, one in liberty.” 

Praise God we are one through 
the uniting power of the Holy 
Spirit! We may live in different 
sections of the country, we may 
belong to different churches, but we 
are united in the strength of the 
Lord and contend earnestly for the 


faith, May God give us once 
again the passion arid power of the 
early church! They had no build- 
ings; they worshipped God in 
caves, in homes, in the open air. 
They faced the dungeon, wild 
beasts, fire and the sword. And 
oh, how God blessed and used 
them! Oh, for such a passion for 
souls in America today! 


Churches of America, Awake! 
Great Is Your Privilege 
and Opportunity 

Let us cease taking a defensive 
position. Let us rise in_ the 
Strength of the Lord and launch 
out On a great offensive for Him. 
Pastors, let us preach the living 
Word of God! Fear no one. Cry 
out against sin and all forms of 
wickedness. Let us hold up our 
glorious Christ who said, “And I, 
if I be lifted up, will draw all men 
unto me.” Preach pardon and 
cleansing from all sin through His 
shed blood. Make clear the fact 
that the Holy Spirit is here to 
indwell every surrendered heart. 
He alone can and will give victory, 
liberty and peace. Plead with men 
to return to the Lord. Remember 
as pastors we are the watchmen 
of America. Think of it — yon, 
brother pastor, are a watchman of 
America. Doesn’t the thought of 
the responsibility of this stir you 
to the depths of your being? 

Listen to God’s message to us 
as pastors: “When I say unto the 
wicked, Thou shalt surely die; 
and thou givest him not warning, 
nor speakest to warn the wicked 
from his wicked way, to save his 
life; the same wicked man shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood 
will I require at thine hand. Yet 
if thou warn the wicked, and he 
turn not from his wickedness, nor 
from his wicked way, he shall die 
in his iniquity; but thou hast de- 
livered thy soul” (Ezek. 3:18, 19). 
God help us if we fail _ Him in this 
hour of America’s need. Church 
members of America, awake! 
Stand by us! 

We pastors need your counsel 
and your prayers. Remember the 
prayers of that godly father, the 
prayers of that earnest praying 
mother, the prayers of wives and 
loved ones. If you are backslidden, 
if you have drifted from God, re- 
turn to the Lord! Father and 
mother, do you have a family 
altar in your home, and if not — 
why not? Do your children hear 
you pray? Have you the interest 
of the Lord at heart? What place 
are you giving the Holy Spirit in 
your life? Ask yourself the ques- 
tion, “If every Christian were 
just like me, what kind of a church 
would our church be?” 

Remember this — “No Man can 
serve two masters: for either he 
will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the 
one, and despise the other. ¥e 
cannot serve God and mammon” 
(Matt. 6:24). 

Your experience, worship and 
faith in past years and days are 
not sufficient now. The big ques- 
tion is, not what you were yester- 
day, but — what are you doing 
for Christ today? Do you think 
that God will spare and protect 
America because our fathers be- 
lieved in God and served Him 
openly and were proud of the 
privilege? Do you believe that 
God will withhold His judgment 

(Continued on Page 4) 


PLEASE MENTION 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


FREE 
— 


HELL 


What Is It? 


By 
Dr. Hyman J. Appelmaa 


with l-year new sabscription te 
The INTERNATIONAL EVANGELIST 
These vital ‘“‘end days’’ call for soul- 
searching which is stimulated by world- 


wide coverage of evangelistic thought in 
every 


WRITE TODAY, melase $1 for one year 
(12 issues). 


EVANGELIST 


126-S West Los Feliz Bivd. 
Glendale 4, Calif, 


Dr. Joe Pani Hankins -- 
- A Tribute 


(Continued from Page 1) 


very old. I could shut my eyes 
as he preached and almost see the 
old bearded circuit riders of my 
boyhood. I imagine Finney preach- 
ed like Hankins. Possible Johna- 
than Edwards hammered on the 
truth of an avenging God facing 
unrepentant sinners much as Han- 
kins did. Hankins is not modern. 
He is not up-to-date ... All this 
was plain. And yet the people 
came. They came in large num- 
bers. They continued to come. 
The crowds increased. The finish 
was truly a _ victorious climax. 
They packed the house three times 
on the closing Sunday. 

“Outside of the presence of the 
Spirit of God in great power, no 
man could explain what hap- 
pened. The altars were crowded 
over and over again. The peo- 
ple wept as I have never seen 
them weep in the twenty-eight 
years of my ministry at Trinity 

. Nobody can sit in front of 
Hankins and doubt his genuine- 
ness ...I came at last to see, as 
I listened to this unusual man, 
that the secret of his power as a 
gospel preacher is not only in the 
fact that the Spirit of God is upon 
him, but in the fact that he un- 
derstands the secret of the human 
heart. He has learned that the 
issues of life and death are settled 
there. .. He deals with man where 
the sap runs, where there is the 
flow of vital life. He stirs men to 
action. 

“Five years ago Hankins enter- 
ed the evangelistic field. He has 
held union revivals in many of the 
great cities of America. He is un- 
tiring. He doesn’t spare himself. 
He preaches to exhaustion, but has 
a come-back that is near miracu- 
lous. He uses his body. He uses 
his imagination. He uses his 
sweat. He uses his whole self to 
the glory of God and holds back 
nothing. Those who say that the 
day of mass evangelism, or rather 
revivals of religion, are past, 


should hear him. They would re- 
vise their statement could they 
see the throngs that attend, the 
interest that is manifest and the 
results. They might after that 
say that the day of revivals is 
past—-with them. They might say 
that the day of revivals is past— 
with what is called respectable 
ecclesiasticism. But they would 
never again say that it is past. 
That day is not past with Joe 
Henry Hankins. 


“A fellow Texas Baptist once 
introduced Hankins as ‘a steam 
in britches.’ 


engine One of my 
men referred to him as ‘Chained 
lightning in the pulpit.’ He re- 
minds me of a_ gully-washing 
freshet .. . 1 wonder how we can 
ever again have a_e spiritual 
drought.” 


The editor of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD is grateful to God 
that many leading men of sev- 
eral denominations are recdgniz- 
ing the blessed power of Dr. Han- 
kins’ ministry. We are glad to 
have him on the program of our 
two great Conferences on Evan- 
gelism this year. He will be at 
John Brown University, Siloam 
Springs, Arkansas, June 27-July 
4, along with Dr. Bob Jones, Dr. 
John Brown, Evangelist William 
H. Rice, Evangelist Del Fehsen- 
feld, and others. He will be at 
Toccoa, Georgia, August 1-8. We 
are giad to print many of his ser- 
mons in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. 


Dr. Hankins’ address is 2724 
Broadway, Little Rock, Arkansas 
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upon us in spite of our sins be- 
cause our fathers put the Bible 
in our public schools and stamped 
on our coins, “In God we trust,” 
and made Christian principles the 
foundation of America? Do you 
think we will escape punishment 
because our forefathers gave our 
nation its birth through prayer, 
suffering ang sacrifice? 

Church members of America — 
if this be your belief, let me 
awaken you to the deadly peril 
facing us. Such a belief will lead 
to America’s decline and ultimate 
death. This message is to you — 
you who read these lines. God 
says, “The wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the nations that 
forget God” (Psa. 9:17). Are you 
content to go on thinking you are 
safe because you had ae godly 
father and mother, because you 
went to church ang Sunday School 
when you were young, because 
you are a church member today? 
Your church membership is mean- 
ingless if the Holy Spirt is shut 
out of your life. You may be a 
good person, you may be respecta- 
bly living an upright, moral life, 
but listen to me now — if you are 
forgetting Christ in your daily 
living, your church membership is 
but a farce, a fraud and a lie! 


Two Classes of People in 

erica 

There are two classes of people 
in America. There are those who 
indulge in terrible open sin and 
do not care who knows it. They 
have no place for Christ in their 
lives. Many openly sneer and pro- 
fane His blessed name. You look 
at these folk and then at your 
good, respectable. moral life and 
say to yourself, “Thank God I’m 
not tike these sinners. I’m a church 
membér and a goog citizen!” But, 
honestly now — are you? What 
do you think God has to say about 
the life you are living? 

There is another class, and you 
may be one of this number — good 
folk, honored, respected, moral, 
upright church - members, but 
Christ has but little place, if any, 
in your daily living. No time is 
ever taken for prayer, for the 
reading and studying of the Word 
of God. The honest truth is — 
you have forgotten God! The for- 
getters of Gog are, I believe, more 
numerous than the profane or 
openly sinful, Forgetfulness of 
God may seem a small sin to you 
but remember it brings God's 
wrath upon the individual, as well 
as the nation; in fact, all who live 
and die in it. Remember, “The 
wicked shall be turned into hell, 
and all nations that forget God.” 

In one of the great battles which 
took place during the Civil War, 
one of the Union standard bearers 
became so excited, as his comrades 
thought, that he rusheq away 
ahead of the regiment into a most 
dangerous position, almost in the 
midst of the enemy, and there he 
planted Old Glory.’ The com- 
manding officer shouted to ‘him, 
“Bring back the colors!” But the 
brave color-bearer made history 
when he shouted back, “Bring up 
the army!” 

Pastors of America, bring up 
the army! Let us go where men 
are lost, let us go to the 66 millions 
who are not members of any 
church. 

Let us go into the shops and 
factories. 

Let us win the men of toil to 
Christ. What of it if they have 
begrimmed bodies and calloused 
hands! Jesus was a laboring man. 
He longs to help them and can 
meet their. every need. He de- 
nounced unfair practices. He pled 
justic for the laboring man. Let 
us carry to them the life-giving 
message of the Christ! 

Let us go to the banks 
money centers of America. 

Let us tell them we have not 
come asking for their money. Let 
us not forget that neany of these 
men, too rarely seen in our 
churches, are devout followers of 
our Christ. Let us show them our 
interest and secure their coopera- 
tion in what we are trying to do. 

Let us go into the offices of our 
industrial leaders. 

They are facing problems in 
these troubled days beyond our 
comprehension. They need our 
prayers. Many have well-worn 


and 


Fal on their desks. Many fol- 
low Christ more closely than some 
deacons and elders in our churches. 

Let us go into the slums where 
souls are struggling in want and 
misery. 

Let us tell them of a Christ who 
can meet their every need. Jesus 
loved the poor. He was poorer 
than they. He said, “The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the 
air have nests; but the Son of 


man hath not where to lay his 
head” (Matt. 8:20). When Jesus 
died, all He left behind was a 


crown of thorns, 
few bloody clothes. 

Churches of America, let us go 
into the streets! 

See the human derelicts stag- 
gering in their drunkenness 
down and outers. These poor, 
needy souls will never enter our 
churches. Yet. how they need 
Christ! Let us go to them and 
point them to Him, who alone can 
cleanse from sin and give power 
to live a life of victory. I am 
sure you will agree with me that 
our greatest need. today is that 
as a people, we come back to God. 
Do not sneer when I say that we 
need a spiritual awakening in 
America. This is our only hope! 

Churches of America — Awake! 

Do not try to laugh off the in- 
roads unbelief has already made 
into the ranks of American youth, 
American labor, American edu- 
cation, American leadership .. . 
and God help and forgive us — 


a cross and a 


even American churches! This 
unbelief strikes at the very 
foundation of our faith. It would 


rob us of our liberties, of every- 
thing we hold dear. Our most 
sacred institutions are threatened. 
The principles of sound govern- 
ment are flouted. Powerful enemies 
of righteousness are multiplying. 
These foes of the church are seek- 
ing to stir up class hatred and 
revolution. Our youth are _ in 
grave danger. Unchastity,  in- 
temperance, atheism ang infidelity 
are sweeping through our land 
like a flood, and many of the 
churches of America are _ indif- 
ferent to it all! In the name of 
the Christ who died for us, I beg 
you to awake, else it soon will be 


too late! Do not blind your eyes 
to this danger — it is at our 
doors! 


Let us go forward in the name 
of the Christ who has never known 
defeat! Remember this, if we 
do not arouse from our lethargy, 
throw aside our petty differences, 
and go forward with a_ united 
front, this scourge of Hell, this 
spawn of the Devil will, with 
hellish glee, level our churches, 
kill our clergy, destroy our homes, 
make our wives common property 
and our children wards of the 
state, and reduce America to a 
nation of miserable slaves. 

The judgment of God are even 
now being felt. War, famine, 
pestilence and death are raging 
throughout the world, and this“is 
but the beginning. Look at 
Europe today — realize the 
strained relations between America 
and Russia which could burst into 
the terrible flame of war at a 
moment’s notice. Do not sit back 
contentedly in your indifference 
and say, “It can’t happen here!” 
It can happen, it may happen. God 
help us to wake up! 

We are asleep to the fact of 
Christ and His power to save. 
Everywhere about us are sick and 
dying souls who desperately need 
Christ. They need help; if we do 
not give it — who will? There 
was one divorce to every three 
marriages in America last year. 
One child in every four never hears 
of God. Fifteen million sex maga- 
zines are reaq every month. Our 
insane asylums are full, our jails 
overcrowded and drunkenness is 
on the increase. More serious than 
this is the chorus of unbelief, day 
by day — growing louder and be- 
coming bolder in its attack upon 
God. 

What has unbelief to offer a 
sin-sick soul? 

To the victims of broken homes 
unbelief says, “Forget your 
troubles, plunge into an orgy of 
drunkenness. This is how to find 
relief.” Many do and find Hell at 
the end. 

To the broken hearts of America 
it says, “Leap into the deepest 


depths of pleasure, revel and swim 


Jesus, Filled with the Holy Spirit 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Trinity, the power of the Holy 
Spirit, such as other men can 
have, not in the power of the 
second person of the Trinity. The 
Lord Jesus left His own native 
power and the manifestation of 
His glory in Heaven. The power 
that He exercised was the same 
power that other men may have, 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 

So “God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power: who went about doing 
good, and healing all that were 
oppressed of the devil; for God 
was with him,” we are told. 


I. Many Scriptures Clearly 
Teach That Jesus Was Filled 
With the Holy Spirit and 
Did All His Service and 
Ministry in the Pow- 
er of the Spirit 

It is surprising how many times 
the Scriptures discuss how the 
Lord Jesus, our Saviour, was 
filled with the Holy Spirit. There 
is a very clearly-taught doctrine 
in both the Old and the New 
Testaments that the Saviour in 
His preaching and teaching and 
miracles was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and that all His work was 
done in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

1. The Prophet Isaiah Three Times 
Mentions That Jesus Would 
Be Filled With the 
Holy Spirit 

Isaiah 42:1-4 mentions Christ, 
the servant of Jehovah, as filled 
with the Holy Spirit. 

“Behold my servant, whom I 
uphold; mine elect, in whom my 
soul delighteth; I have put my 
spirit upon him: he shall bring 
forth judgment to the Gentiles. 
He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor 
cause his voice to be heard in the 
street. A bruised reed shall he not 
break, and the smoking flax shall 
he not quench: he shall bring 


in those depths. Put out of your 
sight and out of your mind all 
thought of sorrow.” But the 
broken heart still remains. 

To those seeking peace of mind 
and soul unbelief says, ‘There is 
no peace. End it all —- Do it now!” 
And the poor soul, in an agony of 
despair commits suicide. Over 
30,000 souls listened to the voice 
of unbelief last year, hurling them- 
selves into eternity to meet God 
unprepared. 

To those standing by an open 
grave unbelief says. “There is no 
God, no Heaven no future life. 
This is the end.”” Ang the crushed, 
broken hearts of loved ones left 
behind walk away hearing nothing 
but the echo of the wail of those 
who died rejecting Christ. 

Churches of America — Awake! 

What a mesSage we have to 
give to souls in telling them what 
Christ has to offer. 

To the victims of broken homes 
Christ says, “Come to me with 
your problem. I can and will 
solve it for you. I will straighten 
out the misunderstanding; I will 
kindle anew a love for each other 
in your hearts. I will make a 
little heaven of your home.” Oh, 
souls with a broken home, take 
your case to Christ! He will help 
you. 
To the broken hearts Christ 
says, “Come unto me, all ‘ye who 
labour and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you rest” (Matt. 11:28). 
Broken heart, turn to Christ to- 
day! He will forgive your sin. He 
can and will speak peace to your 
soul. “Cast thy burden upon the 
Lord, and he shall sustain thee” 
(Psa. 55:22). 

To the souls longing for peace 
Christ says: ‘““My peace I give unto 
you; not as the world giveth, give 
I unto you. Let not your heart be 
troubled, neither let it be afraid” 
(John 14:27). “In every thing by 
prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known unto God, And the 
peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding,. shall keep your 
hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus” (Phil. 4:6, 7). 

To the souls standing beside the 
open grave Christ says with a 
triumphant shout, “I am the resur- 
rection, and the life: he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were 
dead, yet shall he live; And who- 
soever liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die’ (John 11:25, 26). 


forth judgment unto truth. He 
shall not fail nor be discouraged, 


till he have set judgment in the 
earth: and the isles shal] wait 
for his law.” 


All the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus on earth and His later re- 
turn and reign seem to be included 
in the promise here. God says, 
“I have put my spirit upon him.” 

Isaiah 61:1, 2 mentions this 
same pouring out of. the Holy 
Spirit upon Christ for His public 
ministry: 

“The Spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me; because the Lord hath 
anointed me to preach good 
tidings unto the meek; he hath 
sent me to bind up the broken- 
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the 
captives, and the opening of the 
prison to them that are bound; 
To proclaim the acceptable year 
of the Lord, and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort 
all that mourn.” 


It is noteworthy that the Lord 
Jesus found this very passage and 
read it in the synagogue at 
Nazareth of Galilee after He had 
been filled with the Holy Spirit at 
His baptism by John in the Jordan 
River and then had returned to 
Nazareth. 


Luke 4:16-21 tells us how Jesus 
read this Scripture in the syna- 
gogue and said to His hearers: 
“This day is this scripture ful- 
filled in your ears’! But we 
should note that Jesus stopped the 
quotation in the middle of Isaiah 
61:2 and did not read the last half 
of the verse. “The day of venge- 
ance of our God” had not yet come. 
But Jesus was already “anointed 

. to preach the gospel to the 
poor,” as Luke 4:18 quotes the 
passage from Isaiah. 

This passage clearly teaches 
that the power of the Holy Spirit 
would be upon Jesus, not only in 
His personal ministry while He 
was on earth, but also later in 
His return and His judging of the 
nations and in His reign. 


In Isaiah 11:1-3 we have this 
teaching very clearly again, that 
when Christ returns to reign on 
the earth He will reign in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. That 
Scripture says: 


“And there shall come forth a 
rod out of the stem of Jesse, and 
a Branch shall grow out of his 
roots: And the spirit of the Lord 
shall rest upon him, the spirit of 
wisdom and understanding, the 
spirit of counsel ang might, the 
spirit of knowledge and of the 
fear of the Lord. And shall make 
him of quick understanding in the 
fear of the Lord: and he shall not 
judge after the sight of his eyes, 
neither reprove after the hearing 
of his ears.” 

Christ Himself is the sprout 
from the trunk of Jesse’s tree and 
the branch that grew out of the 
royal line. which was temporarily 
cut off from the throne of David. 
And the Scripture says that “the 
spirit of the Lord shall rest upon 
him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel 
ang might, the spirit of knowledge 
and of the fear of the Lord.” And 
it is by this Holy Spirit that 
Christ will reign perfectly and 
gloriously on the earth in the 
millennial kingdom, 

But the anointing of Jesus, or 
the pouring out of the Spirit upon 
Him, took place when He stood 
in the Jordan River after having 


been baptized by John the Baptist, 
and praying. 

2. Old Testament Types Clearly 
Taught That the Coming Mes- 
siah Would Do His Work in 
the Power of the 
Holy ‘Spirit 


The Lord Jesus is beautifully 
pictured in the tabernacle furni- 
ture and offerings of the Old 
Testament ceremonial law. We 
remember that God had filled 
Bezaleel “with the spirit of God, 
in wisdom, in understanding, and 
in knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship,” so he could ade- 
quately prepare the tabernacle 
furniture to picture the Messiah, 
the Saviour (Exod. 35:30-35). 

Exodus 37:17-24 tells of the 
making of the golden “candle- 
stick” of the tabernacle. As one 
entered the sanctuary, the outer 
room, of the tabernacle, on the left- 
hand side was this golden ‘‘candle- 
stick.” On the right was the 
table of the shewbread. Both of 
them represented Christ. The 
“candlestick” represented Christ, 
the light of the world. And the 
shewbread represented Christ as 
the bread of life. 

But actually the “candlestick” 
was not a candlestick at all—it 
was a lampstand! Instead of 
burning candles, it burned olive 
oil in sevenslamps. And these 
fonts were kept filled with olive 
oil continually, and the light of 
this golden lampstand was never 
to go out. 

And is not this lampstand a 
beautiful picture of the Saviour? 
The number seven pictures the 
divine perfection of Jesus Christ. 
It was made of a talent of pure 
gold, and gold is used many times 
for deity, as wood is often used 
for humanity. But the oil pictures 
the Holy Spirit. Just as the priests 
and kings of the Old Testament 
were anointed with oil as a token 
that the Spirit of God was upon 
them to do the service of God, so 
the oil here means the Holy Spirit. 
So Christ, the light of the world, 
in His earthly ministry shone by 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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the power of the Holy Spirit! 

Again, some of the offerings in 
Old Testament times pictured 
Christ as anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. All the offerings pictured 
Christ. The Passover lamb pic- 
tured Christ. First Corinthians 
5:7 says, “Even Christ our pass- 
over is sacrificed for us.” And 
John the Baptist shid, “Behold the 
Lamb of God, which taketh away 
the sin of the world” (John 1:29). 
And Abraham told his son Isaac, 
“My son, God will provide him- 
self a lamb for a burnt-offering”’ 
(Gen. 22:8), and he there certainly 
referred to the Lord Jesus. The 
bullock offered in sacrifice repre- 
sented Christ, the burden-bearing 
Saviour. The scapegoat pictured 
Christ carrying away our sin and 
our humiliation and shame from 
the face of God. The _ white 
pigeons pictured the pure and 
sinless One dying for the guilty. 
And the mourning turtledove pic- 
tured Christ as a man of sorrows 
and acquainted with grief. All the 
sacrifices certainly picture Jesus 
Christ. 

Leviticus 2:4-7 tells of the meat 
offering (literally the “food offer- 
ing’): 

“And if thou bring an oblation 
of a meat-offering baken in the 
oven, it shall be unleavened cakes 
of fine flour mingled with oil, or 
unleavened wafers anointed with 
oil. And if the oblation be a 
meat-offering baken in a pan, it 
shall be of fine flour unleavened, 
mingled with oil. Thou shalt part 
it in pieces, and pour oil thereon: 
it is a meat-offering. And if thy 
oblation be a meat-offering baken 
in the fryingpan, it shall be made 
of fine flour with oil.” 

In this offering the fine flour 
pictured Christ, the crushed 
Saviour, bruised and beaten for 
us. The cakes were made un- 
leavened, for leaven is a type of 
Sin and Jesus had no sin. But the 
fine flour was mingled with oil 
and the unleavened wafers were 
anointed with oil. Because even 
the pure and holy Saviour had so 
emptied Himself of the mani- 
festation of His power and glory, 
He could not acceptably do the 
work of the Father except through 
the special anointing of the Holy 
Spirit. 

In the same chapter, verses 14- 
16 tell about the firstfruits of 
green ears of corn (grain) -or 
grain beaten out of full ears: 

“And if thou offer a meat- 
offering of thy firstfruits unto 
the Lord, thou shalt ofer for the 
meat-offering of thy §firstfruits 
green ears of corn dried by the 
fire, ever corn beaten out of full 
ears. And thou shalt put oil upon 
it, and lay frankincense thereon: 
it is a meat-offering. And the 
priest shall burn the memorial of 
it, part of the beaten corn thereof, 
and part of the oil thereof, with 
all the frankincense thereof: it is 
an offering made by fire unto the 
Lord.” 

It is a very beautiful and tender 
thing to see how the bruised grain 
pictures Jesus. He was wholly 
given up to al] the suffering and 
abuse that sin could ever deserve. 
He was bruised corn. He was 
flour, ground very fine. But the 
holy and beautiful and sinless 
Lamb of God needed the anointing 
oil. That is, He needed the Holy 
Spirit of Gog upon Him. And the 
frankincense in this gift, which 
was the incense offered to deity, 
was accompanied by the oil, which 
pictured the Holy Spirit. The 
Saviour was the sinless and perfect 
Son of God. He was God in 
human form. But He did His work 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Thus it is clearly foretold in the 
Old Testament that the Lord 
Jesus would accomplish His min- 
istry in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. We would not leave any 
impression that Jesus was less 
than very God. “His name shall 
be calleqg Wonderful, Counsellor, 
The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father...” (Isa. 9:6). But His 
sinlessness is shown in this offer- 
ing because the bread was un- 
leavened bread. He is shown as 
atoning for our sins in the oven- 
fires of God’s wrath on sin, which 
Christ suffered for us on the 
cross. He is the fine flour; ground 
and beaten and broken to the 
finest particles, it pictures the 


Mavic who had no will of His 


Own but gave Himself up wholly 
to the will of the Father and to 
take the ‘place of men, in bearing 
our sins and our punishment. But 
this holy and sinless Saviour could 
not adequately serve the heavenly 
Father except in the power of 
the Holy Spirit! What a lesson 
for our poor, proud and self-con- 
fident heart! 

But again we remember that 
the men who: were types of the 
coming Messiah were ‘themselves 
anointed with olive oil, as Christ 
would be anointed with the Holy 
Spirit. 

Aaron, the high pries of israel, 
was anointed with holy oil. In 
Leviticus 8:12 we are told how 
Moses took the anointing oil, “And 
he poured of the anointing oil 
upon Aaron's head, and anointed 
mm, to sanctify him.” ‘she mean- 
uig Clearly 18 wnat Aaron was to 
act for God and to be filled with 
whe Spirit ot God. but Aaron was 
in some sense a type of our own 
riigh Priest, the Lorg Jesus Christ 
Who was anointed with the Holy 
Spirit, 

Samuel was sent from God to 
anoint David to be king. After 
Saul was disobedient, “then 
Samuel took the horn of oil, and 
anointed him in the midst of his 
brethren; and the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon David from that 
day forward...” (I Sam. 16:13). 
David was anointed to serve God. 
And the outward sign of olive oil 
upon his head represented a far 
more important anointing, the 
pouring out of the Spirit of God 
upon David which came at the 
Same time and never left him! 

But Christ is “the seed of 


David.” Christ is “the king of 
the Jews.” Christ Himself is the 
greater David, mentioned in 


Ezekiel 34:23, 24. So it seems to 
many Bible interpreters. Ang the 
anointing oil upon David, and the 
Holy Spirit fullness that came 
upon David for his ministry is only 
a foretaste of the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit which was to come 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, David’s 
greater Son! 

3. New Testament § Scriptures 
Repeatedly Refer to the Fact 
That the Lord Jesus Did 
His Mighty Works in the 
Power of the 
Holy Spirit 

Ve want to quote again the 
passage with which we started 
this chapter. “How God anointed 
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Ghost and with power: who went 
about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil; 
for God was with him” (Acts 10: 
38). Here the three persons of 
the Godhead are mentioned. God 
the Father anointed Jesus, the 
second person of the Trinity, with 
the Holy Ghost, the third person 
of the Trinity. And Jesus went 
about doing good, for God the Holy 
Ghost was with Him. Ang this 
took place after John baptized Him 
in the River Jordan, as the pre- 
ceding verse tells us. 

Hebrews 9:14 tells us how the 
Saviour unflinchingly faced the 
cross. There we are told that 
Christ “through the eternal Spirit 
offered himself without spot to 
God...” If any man ever has 
trouble facing the daily cruci- 
fixion of self and the giving up of 
his fondest desires, ever has 
trouble facing the direst persecu- 
tion, then he must remember that 
that the Lord Jesus faced His 
ordeal through the eternal Spirit, 
that is, through the power of the 
Holy Spirit who filled Him. 

In Acts 1:2 we are told that 
Jesus was taken up to Heaven, 
“after that he through the Holy 
Ghost had given commandments 
unto the apostles whom he had 
chosen.” The Lord Jesus, even the 
resurrected Saviour, the glorified 
Saviour, gave commandments to 
the apostles whom He had chosen 
through the power of the Holy 
Spirit! 

What a strange teaching this 
was to me when I first discovered 
it in the Bible! I was amazed to 
find that in all His ministry on 
earth, Jesus never won a soul, 
never worked a miracle, never 
preached a sermon, except in the 
power of the Holy Spirit! He faced 
the crucifixion in the power of the 
Spirit. He gave commandments 
to His apostles after His resur- 


rection in the power of the Spirit! 
When Jesus returns to reign on 
the earth, He will reign in the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit! 
4. The Coming of the Holy Spirit 
in Power Upon Jesus at His 

Baptism Is Clearly Described 

God made much of the fact that 
the Lord Jesus would be made 
known to the public by the coming 
of the Holy Spirit in visible form 
upon Him. It is rather strange 
that John the Baptist did not know 
that Jesus was the Messiah. Re- 
member that John’s mother and 
the mother of Jesus were cousins. 
John’s mother, Elizabeth, had had 
revealed to her from God that the 
baby Mary bore would be the 
Messiah. But John the Baptist 
evidently did not know this. He 
tells us that he did not know that 
Jesus was the Saviour until the 
Holy Spirt came upon Him in 
John’s presence like a dove to 
abide upon Him continually. That 
was the witness that God had 
promised John the Baptist by which 
he should identify the Messiah, 
whose forerunner he was. 

This part of the story is told 
in John 1:29-34 as follows: 

“The next day John seeth Jesus 
coming unto him, and saith, Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world. This 
is he of whom I said, After me 
cometh a man which is preferred 
before me: for he was before me. 
And I knew him not: but that he 
should be made manifest to Israel, 
therefore am I come baptizing with 
water. And John bare record, 
saying, I saw the Spirit descend- 
ing from heaven like a dove, and 
it abode upon him. And I knew 
him not: but he that sent me to 
baptize with water, the same said 
unto me, Upon whom thou shalt 
see the Spirit descending, ang re- 
maining on him, the same is he 
which baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghost. And I saw, and bare 
record that._this is the Son of God.”’ 

John had been telling about One 
coming after him whose shoelaces 
John was not worthy to untie. He 
had been telling of this wonderful 
Lamb of God who would take 
away the sin of the world. But 
when Jesus came to be baptized, 
John felt unworthy to baptize Him. 
Although he did not know that 
Jesus was the Messiah, he must 
have known how holy ang blame- 
less Jesus was. Matthew 3:13-15 
tells us: “Then cometh Jesus from 
Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be 
baptized of him. But John forbad 
him, saying, I have need to be 
baptized of thee, and comest thou 
tome? Ang Jesus answering said 
unto him, Suffer it to be so now: 
for thus it becometh us to fulfil 
all righteousness. Then he suf- 
fered him.” John the Baptist had 
known Jesus as his cousin, the 
purest and holiest man he ever 
knew, the only man he knew in 
whom there was not a hint of sin, 
John felt himself unworthy to bap- 
tize Jesus. But now, at Jesus’ 
command, John baptized Him. 
Then the Spirit of God came upon 
Him in visible form like a dove 
and John now declared that this 
was indeed the Messiah! This was 
the One whom God has promised 
to send! This was the One who 
should fill others with the Holy 
Spirit as He Himself was filled 
with the Spirit now! 

But for our purposes here, the 
story of how Jesus was filled with 
the Holy Spirit is best made clear 
in Luke 3:21-23. 

“Now when all the people were 
baptized, it came to pass, that 
Jesus also being baptized, and 
praying, the heaven was opened, 
And the Holy Ghost descended in 
a bodily shape like a dove upon 
him, and a voice came from 
heaven, which said, Thou art my 
beloved Som; in- thee I am well 
pleased. And Jesus himself began 
to be about thirty years of age, 
being (as was supposed) the son 
of Joseph, which was the son of 
Heli.” 

Jesus was baptized, and praying, 
the Holy Spirit came visibly upon 
Him. And God’s voice from 
Heaven said, ‘Thou art my beloved 
Son; in thee I am well pleased.” 

At what age did this happen to 
Jesus? When He was “about 
thirty years of age.” 

Jesus was now thirty years old. 
He had lived a perfect, sinless life. 
He had never grieved the Father, 


not in one particular. He was 
blameless as no one who ever 
lived was blameless. The Lord 


Jesus hag loved the Word of God. 


He attended the synagogue. His 
personal relationships were with- 
out any lack, any failure, any sin 
Not a thought of His ever grieved 
His heavenly Father. He was as 
pure and holy and sinless in those 
first thirty years of his life as God 
the Father in Heaven was sinless 
and perfect. Yet Jesus had never 
preached a sermon, had never 
worked a miracle, had never won 
a soul! All this waited until Jesus 
was filled with the Holy Spirit! 
After His baptism He returneg to 
Galilee and there at Cana of 
Galilee, as recorded in the second 
chapter of John, Jesus did “this 
beginning of miracles.” 

The anointing of Jesus with the 
Holy Spirit was no passing thing. 
The Holy Spirit came upon Him, 
“descending from heaven like a 
dove, and it abode upon him” 
(John 1:32). The Holy Spirit 
never left the Lord Jesus. 

Immediately after the passage 
telling how Jesus was filleq with 
the Holy Spirit in Luke 3:21, 22. 
we have the genealogy of Jesus. 
Then the fourth chapter starts 
with these words, “And Jesus 
being full of the Holy Ghost re- 
turned from Jordan, and was led 
by the Spirit into the wilderness.” 

After His temptation was fin- 
ished, we are told, “And Jesus re- 
turned in the power of the Spirit 
into Galilee...” (Luke 4:14). 

Then Jesus came into the syna- 
gogue at Nazareth where He had 
been brought up and went, as was 
His custom, into the synagogue 
on the sabbath day and stood up to 
read the Word of God which He 
loved so well. They handed Him 
the scroll with the writings of the 
prophet Isaiah, and He looked 
until He found Isaiah 61:1, 2 and 
read: “The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the 
poor; he hath sent me to heal the 
brokenhearted, to preach. de- 
liverance to the captives, and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to 
set at liberty them that are 
bruised, To preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord” (Luke 4:18, 19). 
Then Jesus closed the book and 
sat down, “And he began to say 
unto them, This day is this scrip- 
ture fulfilled in your ears.” 

The Savour was known to these 
people at Nazareth. It was His 
regular custom to attend the syna- 
gogue, to read the Scriptures. He 
worked in the carpenter shop and 
was called a carpenter. As far 
as we know, He supported the 
family or helped to support the 
family, since Joseph was now 
evidently dead. But Jesus had 
never been like this! He had 
been holy and blameless and good, 
but He had never spoken with such 
power, with such a message from 
God! People had never been con- 
victed of their sins as they had 
heard Jesus speak, before this. 
They hag never felt their need of 
salvation. The Spirit of God had 
not stirred their hearts before. 
But now, “All bare him witness, 
and wondered at the _ gracious 
words which proceeded out of his 
mouth. And they said, Is not this 
Joseph's son?” (Luke 4:22). 

So the Saviour began His Spirit- 
filled ministry. And everything 
that Jesus did, He did in the 
mighty power of the Spirit of 
God.. 

John 3:34 tells us that Jesus 

was given the Holy Spirit without 

limit. “. . . for God giveth not 

the Spirit by measure unto him.” 

II. The Lord Jesus Is the Per- 
fect Pattern for Christians 

in the Fullness of the 
Spirit 

The Lord Jesus is the perfect 
pattern for Christians in every- 
thing. In this matter of the full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit, the mighty 
power of God, He is our pattern, 
too. 

Of course no unconverted per- 
son has the power to follow Jesus 
and be like Jesus and _ imitate 
Jesus. . Before “one takes Jesus 
as @n example, he needs to take 
Him as his Saviour. Men need 
saving before they need teaching. 
People need to be born again be- 
fore they set out to live for God. 
People need salvation before they 
neeg consecration. People can- 
not follow Jesus in winning souls 
until they have been won them- 
selves. So the modernists are 
wholly wrong when they teach 
poor unconverted, lost people with 
unregenerate hearts, to try to 
live “the Jesus way.” No one can 
live like Jesus until he becomes 


like Jesus in his heart, by a super- 
natural work of God’s grace. One 
must be made into a child of God 
before he has any right to follow 
the pattern of Jesus, the only be- 
gotten Son of God, our elder 
Brother. Yet it is certainly true 
that every Christian, every one 


who has been born into the family 
of God, should set out to follow 
Jesus and pattern after Him. We 
should want what Jesus wants, 
work as He worked, pray as He 
prayed, and have the power which 
He exercised. * 

1. The Incarnation Itself Was 
Intended to Make Jesus Like 
Men, the Perfect Man 
When Jesus was scourged and 
stood before the Roman governor 
With a platted crown of thorns 
and a purple robe, Pilate did not 
say, ‘Behold the God.” Christ the 
Lard is God incarnate. Pilate 
would have been right if he had 
said, “Behold God!” But instead 
of that, Pilate said, “Behold the 
man!” (John 19:5). For Jesus is 
really Emmanuel, “God with us.” 

Jesus is @ man. 

How plain the Scripture makes 
it! Jesus was born of a human 
mother, nursed at avs. mother’s 
breast. He grew up in a home 
of human _ poverty. Strangely 
enough, we are told that Jesus 
“increased in wisdom and stature, 
and in favor with God and man” 
(Luke 2:52). Jesus delighted to 
be called “the son of man,” and 
nearly always He calleq Himself 
by that title. ‘He did not hesitate 
to declare that He and the Father 
are one (John 10:30). He did not 
hesitate to declare that all judg- 
ment was given unto the Son, and 
that He came from Heaven. Yet 
He continually stressed the fact 
that He was man, that He was 
the Son of man. In His incarna- 
tion. the Lord Jesus took on Him- 
self the form of a man. He be- 
came flesh as we are flesh. He 
was tempted in all points like 
as we are, yet without sin (Heb, 
4:15). Jesus was as truly man 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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as fe was truly God. He was the 
perfect man. 

How often we are commanded to 
be like Him! “Let this ming be 
in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus” (Phil, 2:5). We are com- 
manded to “walk in tove, as Christ 
also hath loved us...’ (Eph. 5:2). 

Hebrews 12:1, 2 tells us that we 
are to run our race with patience, 
laying aside the sin of unbelief 
wixch doth so easily beset us, 
“loming unto Jesus the author 
and finisher of our faith; who for 
the joy that was set before him 
endured the cross, despising the 
shame, and is set down at the 
right hand of the throne of God.” 
How strange that we are to run 
our race as Jesus ran His; we are 
to have faith as Jesus had faith; 
we are to look to the future re- 
ward as Jesus did! First John 
4:17 says a strange and marvelous 
thing “Herein is our love made 
perfect, that we may have bold- 
ness in the day of judgment: be- 
cause as he iS, So are we in this 
world.” As Jesus iS, SO are we, 
even in this present world! 

And that is what the incarna- 
tior, of Jesus meant. He became 
a man so He could be a fit Sav- 
iour and a fit pattern for men. 
Where we failed, Jesus did not 
fail. Where we sinned, He was 
sinless. But now that He has 
taken our place and borne our 
sins, He enables us to be like 
Himself. 

We are even told what the final 
plan of God is, in letting Jesus 
come to earth and be a man and 
die as a man for our sins. His 
purpose is that at last all of us 
might be “conformed to the im- 
age of his Son, that he might be 
the firstborn among many breth- 
ren” (Rom. 8:29). Jesus is the 
Sen of God and we are also sons 
of God. Jesus was conceived of 
the Holy Ghost and so also we 
have been born of the Spirit and 
have been made partakers of the 
divine nature. Jesus now has a 
glorified resurrection body. But 
we are taught to “look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Chirst: 
Who shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body ...” (Phil. 
3:20, 21). Oh, glorious day when 
Jesus comes to make us perfectly 
and beautifully like Himself, the 
sinless sons of God! 

2. At His Baptism Jesus Publicly 
Announced Himself the Ex- 
ample and Pattera of 
Christians 
Jesus came to be my pattern. 
But of course I was born with. a 
sinful nature and Jesus was not. 
[ needed to repent and Jesus did 
not. I needed to be born again and 
Jesus did not. So nothing that I 
did or could do on the other side 
of my regeneration could be fol- 
lowing Jesus. Only when I have 
trusted Christ as my Saviour and 
when the Holy Spirit has made me 
a new creature and made me a 
partaker of the divine nature, 
could I follow the example of 

Jesus. 

This is made clear in the bap- 
tism of Jesus. The first duty of a 
Christian after accepting Christ 
as Saviour is to claim Him openly 
and be baptized. That is the way 
the Great Commission puts it. 
“Go ye therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them...” (Matt. 
28:19). “He that believeth and is 
baptized,” is the divine order. It 
ia expected, in the New Testa- 
ment, that those who trust Christ 
for salvation should be baptized 
in public profession of their faith, 
and that immediately. The ex- 
amples of New Testament Chris- 
tians are remarkable for the way 
they follow this pattern. People 
would get saved and then immedi- 
ately would want to be baptized. 

So when Jesus was thirty years 
old, ready to begin His ministry 
as soon as the Spirit of God should 
come upon Him in great power, 
He came to the Jordan River 
where John was baptizing others, 
and there sought to be baptized. 
“Then cometh Jesus from Galilee 
to Jordan unto John, to be bap- 
tized of him. But John forbad 
him, saying, I have need to be 
baptized of thee, and comest thou 
to me? And Jesus answering 
said unto him, Suffer it te be so 
now: for thus it becometh us to 
fulfill all righteousness, Then he 


suffered him” (Matt. 5:13-15). 

Note’ that little word wus in 
Matthew 3:15. Jesus said, ‘““Thus it 
becometh us to fulfill righteous- 
ness.” Who did Jesus mean by 
that plural pronoun, “us’’? I be- 
lieve that Jesus meant Himself 
and every convert, every one who 
would ever take Him as Saviour. 
It was fitting for Jesus to be bap- 
tized as a public proclamation of 
His coming death, burial and 
resurrection. All the righteousness 
of God was to be fulfilled by the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Every demand 
of the law was to be met. All of 
man’s sins were to be paid for. 
And so the baptism of Jesus, 
foretelling His death, burial and 
resurrection, in some sense typi- 
fied all righteousness. 

But it was not for Jesus alone, 
this beautiful ordinance! It was 
for “us”! It was for Jesus and 
others. Every Christian,’ then, 
should start out with his baptism, 
and then with all the rest of his 
life, to follow the example of the 
Lord Jesus, our pattern. 

We ought to be baptized as 
Jesus was baptized, following His 
example. Then we ought to have 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit 
upon us as Jesus had, and live as 
Jesus lived, and work as Jesus 
worked. I know that He is perfect 
and we are imperfect. I know that 
He is the sinless Lamb of God and 
we are poor sinning mortals. Yet 
there is a clear Bible teaching 
that every Christian should set 
out to follow Jesus, should count 
himself dead because Jesus died, 
and alive because Jesus is alive, 
and count himself in every pos- 
sible sense obligated to follow in 
the footsteps of Jesus. 

3. Jesus Was Filled With the Holy 
Spirit to Make Himself the 
More Perfect Pattern for 
His People 
How many people have delight- 
ed to say that Jesus proved Him- 
self to be the Son of God by His 
miracles! But they are mistaken. 
If miracles would prove that 


| Jesus was the Son of God, that He 


is God incarnate, then miracles 
would prove that Elijah and Eli- 
sha and Paul and Peter and Ste- 
phen were likewise God incarnate, 
for they, too, worked miracles! In 
the public ministry of Jesus the 
miracles were no more remark- 
able, I dare say, than the miracles 
that took place in the life of 
Moses. It is true that Jesus 
cleansed the leper, but so did 
Elisha heal Naaman the Syrian. 
It is true that Jesus stilled the 
storm on the Sea of Galilee, but 
no one could say that that is a 
greater miracle than Joshua's 
having the sun to stand still in 
its relation to the earth! Jesus 
raised from the dead the widow’s 
son of Nain, and a little twelve- 
year-old girl. But Peter, too, was 
used of God to raise from the dead 
Dorcas (Acts 9:40). Miracles cer- 
tainly proved that God was with 
these prophets, but it did not 
prove that they were God in- 
carnate as Jesus was. 

The miracles of Jesus were not 
given to prove that He was God’s 
Son. They did prove that God 
was with Him. But He Himself 
often insisted that the miracles 
should not be told. And he gave 
one sign only that should be the 
positive sign of His deity. That 
was His resurrection from the 
dead. Scribes and Pharisees came 
to Jesus, asking for a sign, “But 
he answered and said unto them, 
An evil and adulterous genera- 
tion seeketh after a sign; and 
there shall no sign be given to it, 
but the sign of the prophet Jonas: 
For as Jonas was three days and 
three nights in the whale's belly; 
so shall the Son of man be three 
days and three nights in the heart 
of the earth’ (Matt: 12:39, 40). 
I think we are justified in con- 
cluding that Jesus intended us to 
count nothing else the sign of His 
deity but His resurrection from 
the dead, which fulfilled all the 
prophecies and proved Him to be 
what He claimed to be, God’s own 
Son come in human flesh, 

The truth is that Christ did not 
work these miracles in His power 
as deity. Remember that Jesus is 
God. When He was here on earth 
He was God in human form. But 
He’ had left the manifestation of 
His glory in Heaven. He had taken 
on Himself the form of a servant. 


Jesus had so emptied Himself that 
for thirty years He lived on earth 
without working a miracle, with- 
out healing a leper, or opening 
bling eyes, or preaching a sermon, 


or winning a soul! For Jesus had 
determined to come as a man, to 
be a perfect man, and to be an 
example for all who should trust 
Him. Hence, He must give up the 
advantage which He had over us 
and take our weakness and take 
our limitations. If Jesus were to 
be our example, .hen He must use 
only the power which we could 
have, and He must win only by 
the means which we ourselves 
could use, too. And so the Saviour 
gave up the use of His power as 
the Son of God, the mighty pow- 
er by which He created the worlds 
and holds them in their orbits in 
the skies. And He was content to 
use only the power of the Holy 
Spirit, as we must do, So we are 
told in Acts 10:38. “How God 
anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Ghost and with power: 
who went about doing good, and 


healing all that were oppressed 
of the devil; for God was with 
Him.” 


I am often tempted. Satan is 
the enemy of my soul. He con- 
tinually tries to overcome me. He 
does not want me to live a Chris- 
tian life. He wants my thoughts 
to be unholy, my purposes selfish, 
my plans foolish. He wants my 
work for Christ to be powerless. 
Oh, how can I overcome this 
enemy of my soul! How can lI 
defeat Satan! Every Christian 
faces this problem of a personal 
Devil. 


Well, thank God, Jesus 

this problem for me rst and 
showed me how to meet it. The 
very first thing after Jesus was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, we 
are told, “And Jesus being full 
of the Holy Ghost returned from 
Jordan, and was led by the Spirit 
into the wilderness, Being forty 
days tempted of the Devil. And in 
those days he did eat nothing: 
and when they were ended, he 
afterward hungered” (Luke 4:1,2). 
It pleases my heart to feel that 
Jesus may have said to Himself, 
“John Rice will come this way one 
time. He will face Satan. Satan 
may attack him when he is hun- 
gry, or when he is sick, or when 
he is weak. So I will fast forty 
days and be as weak as any man 
ever needs to be when he faces 
Satan.” And so the Spirit-filled 
Saviour, after He had fasted so 
that He would be as needy, as 
humanly helpless as any man ever 
would be, met Satan and defeated 
him, 
_ The first temptation was about 
bread, for Jesus was desperately 
hungry. But Jesus bethought 
Himself to dnswer Satan with 
Scripture. And He did not try to 
find a Scripture that would fit 
Him, the Son of God, only. Rather, 
He sought a Scripture that would 
do for Jesus and me and all other 
Christians alike. He said, “It is 
written, Man shall not live by 
bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth 
of God” (Matt. 4:4). Jesus was 
quoting from Deuteronomy 8:3. 
Thank God, He defeated Satan 
with a Scripture that is just as 
good for me as it is for anybody 
else! Jesus put Himself on the 
plane of a poor, frail man and 
showed me how, with the Word 
of God and the power of the Holy 
Spirit, one may defeat the enemy 
of our souls. 


Jesus did much of the work of 
an evangelist. But when God calls 
me to do His work, how pitifully 
helpless I would be if I had a 
work to do that could only be done 
by a God, since I am only a frail 
human being. If Jesus had, in His 
power and His deity, power that 
I do not have and cannot have— 
if Jesus as the Son of God, I say, 
in His own power as God, should 
preach sermons and deal with sin- 
hers and win them and then 
should tell me that I must do the 
Same thing in my human power, I 
would shrink, I would tremble, I 
would despair. I would have a 
right to say, “It is not fair! God 
asks of me the impossible! How 
can I, a man, do what only a 
God can do?” But, thank God, 
Jesus has showed us that the 
blessed Holy Spirit endued Him 
and empowered Him so that He 
could do what would be otherwise 
humanly impossible, and we may 


faced 


have the same power of the Holy 
Spirit for the same work. 

Don’t you see why Jesus was 
filled with the Holy Spirit and 
did nothing of His public ministry 
without this holy enduement from 
on high? Jesus, in order to be 
our pattern, our example, must 
have the weakness of a man, but 
be wonderfully endued with the 
power of the Holy Spirit of God; 
which power we also may have for 
the same purpose. 


Let us frankly face che matter: 
the Lord Jesus has commanded 
us to do exactly the same kind 
of work that He did on earth! 
There is no way to avoid that 
plain fact. % 


In John 14:12 Jesus’ said, 
“Verily, verily, I say unto you, He 
that believeth on me, the works 
that I do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall 
he do; because I go unto my Fa- 
ther.” The very works that Jesus 
did, so wé that believe on Him 
are to do also. And since Jesus 
had His ministry cut short by 
death after some three and a half 
Short years, then we who live 
longer should do even greater 
works than He did! So is the 
plain statement of the Word of 
God. 


Jesus, in His high-priestly pray- 
er in John 17:18, said to the Fa- 
ther, “As thou hast sent me into 
the world, even so have I also 
Sent them into the world.” The 
Father sent Jesus into the world 
to make a way for the salvation 
of sinners and then to preach the 
gospel and win them. But Jesus 
has sent us into the world in 
exactly the same way! 


When Jesus rose from the dead 
He pressed this duty upon the 
disciples. He met them and showed 
them His hands and feet: He re- 
joiced their hearts and took away 
their doubts and fears. “Then said 
Jesus to them again, Peace be 
unto you: as my Father hath 
sent me, even so send I you. And 
when he had said this, he breathed 
on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost” (John 
20:21,22). Just exactly as the Fa- 
ther sent Jesus, so Jesus sent the 
disciples, and so He sends us to- 
day. And He breathed on the dis- 
ciples and the Holy Spirit came 
into their bodies to dwell. This 
was only a foretaste of the won- 
derful power of Pentecost that 
would be theirs. Jesus had the 
power of God upon Him. We can 
have the power of God upon us, 
Jesus was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and did His mighty works 
in that marvelous, maraculous 
enduement of power. We can be 
filled with the Holy Spirit, too, 
and can do the same kind of work 
as Jesus did. 


Yes, I tremble, as I hope you 
do, when you face this fact. How 
weak, how unworthy, and how far 
short of the pattern I am. Yet we 
dare not deny that Jesus has 
commanded us to do the work 
that He did. 

The first verse in the book of 
Acts says a strange thing. ‘The 
former treatise have I made, O 
Theophilus, of all that Jesus be- 
gan both to do and teach.” Luke, 
who wrote the Gospel of Luke and 
addressed it to Theophilus, ad- 
dresses the book of Acts to the 
same Christian man, a lover of 
God. And he says that “the for- 
mer treatise,” the Gospel of Luke, 
told “of all that. Jesus BEGAN 
both to do and teach, until the day 
in which he was taken up.” Now 
if the Gospel of Luke tells how 
Jesus began, what does the book 
of Acts tell? 

Dr. A. T. Pierson has said that 
Jesus began the work in the Gos- 
pels and that the Holy Spirit con- 
tinued the work in the book of 
Acts. But I think he missed the 
point of what the Holy Spirit is 
saying to us here. What God is 
telling us here through Luke’s 
pen is that the book of Luke tells 
of the wonderful work that a 
Spirit-filled Saviour worked. 
Jesus began the work in the pow- 
er of the Holy Spirit. Now the 
book of Acts tells how His dis- 
ciples did exactly the same kind 
of work, preached the same kind 
of sermons, saw as wonderful 
conversions as Jesus ever saw, in 
the same power of the same Holy 
Spirit! Jesus began His work in 
the power of the Holy Spirit. The 
apostles continued the same kind 
of ministry in the same manifesta- 
tion of the Holy Spirit. We are 


expected, by God’s grace, to carry 
on in their train and in their 
footsteps and the footsteps of 
Jesus, in the same power of the 
Holy Spirit! 

Do you see, then, why «Jesus 
elected to leave in Heaven His 
glorious power as the Creator, and 
all the manifestation of His glory 
and might, and humble Himself 
and empty Himself and take on 
Himself the form of a man, and 
so all His work then could be done 
in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
so He could be a pattern for us. 
And as. Jesus was filled with the 
Holy Spirit and served His Fa- 
ther, so may we, and so should 
we, be filled with the Holy Spirit 
to do the work left for us to do. 


Iii. Wonderful Lessons for 
Us in the Power of Pente- 
cost Upon Jesus 

Since the Lord Jesus was filled 
with the Holy Spirit and did all 
His ministry in the mighty pow- 
er and manifestation of the Holy 
Spirit, then there are some great 
lessons that press hard upon our 
hearts in this connection. I urge 
you to very prayerfully and lov- 
ingly search your heart and ask 
the Spirit of God to teach you as 
we meditate for a bit upon these 
lessons. 


1, The Fuliness of the Spirit Upon 
Jesus Makes Clear What 
This Supernatural En- 
duement is Like 


Do you want to know what 
people will do if they are filled 
with the Holy Spirit? Then go see 
what Jesus did. Do you want to 
know how they will act? Then go 
and see how Jesus acted. Do you 
want to know what outward man- 
ifestations are necessary when one 
is filled with the Holy Spirit? 
Then see what manifestations, if 
any, attended the coming of the 
Holy Spirit upon Jesus, and do 
not requirc any manifestations 
that are not shown there. 

First, to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit does not mean having the 
carnal nature eradicated. It does 
not mean cleansing from sin. It 
does not mean “sanctification.” 
The dear Lord Jesus had no sin. 
He had no evil to burn away. He 
did not need any cleansing. So 
the fullness of the Spirit does not 
mean cleansing, Goes not mean 
purification, does not mean sancti- 
fication. God’s people do need 
cleansing, and may have it. But 
the fullness of the Spirit is some- 
thing else. Jesus is our pattern in 
this matter, and the fullness of the 
Spirit did not mean that Jesus 
was cleansed or purified or sancti- 
fied by this experience. The full- 
ness of the Spirit means some- 
thing else. 

Jesus, when He was filled with 
the Holy Spirit, did not talk with 
tongues_as an outward manifesta- 
tion. There was no sound of a 
cyclone, a rushing mighty wind, 
as at Pentecost. There were no 
visible tongues like as of fire 
resting upon Him. Why should 
Jesus talk with tongues? All these 
present were Jews, all understood 
the same language, and Jesus did 
not talk in any foreign language, 
and did not need to, That is never 
given in the Bible as a sign of 
the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
And if Jesus did not need that 
evidence, then neither do we who 
are commanded to follow His ex- 
ample. 

The Saviour did not have the 
Holy Spirit come upon Him just 
as an ecstasy, a matter of His own 
personal enjoyment. I am sure 
His heart was glad. I am sure He 
was pleased to hear the Father's 
voice from Heaven commending 
Him. But that voice from Heaven 
was chiefly for the onlookers. 
That visible manifestation of the 
Holy Spirit, like a dove lighting 
upon Him, was for John the Bap- 
tist and for others who saw it. 
Jesus surely knew, without the 
outward sign, that the Spirit of 
God came upon Him and that the 
Father was pleased with Him. I 
do not say that there is no joy 
in the fullness of the Holy Spirit. 
Ephesians 5:18-20 commands us 
to be filled with the Spirit and to 
make melody in our hearts to the 
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Important Announcement by the Editor 


My heart has been very warm 
and happy about THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD family ever since we 
got nearly 12,000 letters during 
“letter month.” I knew that God 
was blessing the paper, but I did 
not know half of it! Now I know 
petter than ever before that you 
love THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
that God has made it a blessing to 
your hearts, that God has used 
it to win hundreds of souls. Now 
I know that hundreds are in the 
ministry because of THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD, and hundreds of 
others are preparing for full-time 
Christian service in Christian 
schools. So I am going to take 
you into my heart and tell you 
about a plan I have, a large plan, 
an important plan. Briefly it is 
this: we are going to make the 
strongest effort we have ever made 
to build the circulation of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. I plan 
to offer THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD 8 months for $1.00, and for 
three of these 8-month subscrip- 
tions, I plan to give free a lovely 
new clothbound book. I feel im- 
pressed to ask God and _ the 
readers of THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD for 15,000 subscriptions. 
Perhaps 5,000 of these should be 
renewals and 10,000 more should 
be brang new subscriptions. In 
other words, I am asking God and 
you that at least 5,000 of you will 
send three subscriptions, and I am 
planning to give you who thus 
help us, at least $5,000 worth of 
free books. 

The Lord has graciously im- 
proved my health, and I plan to 
give my persona] attention to this 
campaign from start to finish. 
And I am asking you who love 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD and 
you who pray for my ministry to 
help at once in the early days of 
this campaign by sending your 
own renewal and subscribing for 
others, and by earnest, fervent 
prayer for the success of the 
campaign. I will not be satisfied 
with less than 15,000 subscrip- 
tions). ang I am determined to 
give away $5,000 worth of a beau- 
tiful new book to you who help 
me. 

As editor, I am simply opening 
my heart to you. I believe it will 
please God for us to greatly in- 
crease the circulation of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD in the 
next few weeks. And I con- 
fidently ask God and you for 
these subscriptions. God knows, 
and you readers know, that I 
receive no salary as editor of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, and 
however many subscriptions we 
get, not.a penny of it will come 
to me. So I boldly ask you to 
jOin me in prayer and in the effort, 
and I thank God for the blessings 
I trust He will give, and thank 
you who are going to do God's 
will and help in this matter. 


8 Months for $1, 
Book Free With 3 Subs 


Normally, to pay expenses we 
need $2.00 a year for THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. But thousands 
of Christians need this paper. I 
am willing, if need be, to put 
hundreds of dollars personally into 
the paper to keep it going and 
make up for any loss we may 
have by offering it temporarily 
at a special rate. And I am pray- 
ing that God will increase the 
revenue from advertising to help 
make up any deficit in money 
received for subscriptions. So, 
trusting Gog to pay the bills, we 
are making this most remarkable 
subscription offer that we have 
ever made. We will send THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD 8 months 
for $1.00. Then with three of 
these 8-month subscriptions for 
$3.00, we will send free a beauti- 
ful new clothbound book, with 
nine chapters, 127 pages, valued 
now at $1.00. 

Each subscription for 8 months 
(35 weeks), should be two-thirds 
of a year’s subscription price, that 
is, $1.3314. So you will be getting 
a $5.00 value for $3.00. Look it 
over carefully. 

Three subscriptions @ $1.33 


each equal .....-+----- $4.00 
One book @ eeeeeveeeaeaeeae 1.00 
Total value .......--+-- $5.00 


All this you get for $3.00! Or 
if you send $3.00, count $1.00 to 
pay for the book, then you get 
$4.00 worth of subscriptions for 


$2.00. This is absolutely the 
lowest reduction allowed by the 
post office department to a paper 
with a second-class permit. We 
are required to get at least one- 
half the regular subscrition price, 

Thus we hope to get 15,000 sub- 
scriptions at the special price of 
$1.00 for 8 months (35 full weeks) 


and give away $5,000 worth of 
books besides. 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
Better Than Ever 

Hundreds of people tell us that 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is 
doing more to bring back great 
revivals to America than any 
other single influence. We think 
there could be no doubt of the 
fact. THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD is promoting fine, dependa- 
ble evangelists. THE SWORD is 
Selling pastors and people on the 
need for evangelism. Articles 
and sermons in this paper are 
stirring the hearts of thousands to 
pray for revivals. Hundreds of 
preachers write us that they use 
outlines and illustrations of. the 
sermons in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD in preaching on revival and 
preaching to the ynsaved. 

Severa] features planned for the 
immediate future make THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD indis- 
pensable to those who are active 
in soul winning and those praying 
for revival. 

First, a series of articles on the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit, on the 
power of Pentecost, are now run- 
ning in THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, written by this editor. 
Hundreds of letters are coming 
commending these articles. Many 
are asking that some of them be 
put in tract form. Actually they 
will be published in a large and, 
we believe important book on the 
Holy Spirit. About ten more 
chapters are already written and 
ready to publish in THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. Four or five 
more are planned to be written 
soon. We believe that these 
fifteen or more chapters on the 
Holy Spirit, to be published in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD within 
the next few months, will create 
the greatest interest and will help 
unnumbered thousands to have the 
power of God in soul winning, the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit. 

Another feature that promises 
great interest and blessing is a 
series of articles by Dr. Bob 
Shuler, “Fighting Bob,” pastor of 
the Trinity Methodist Church. 
Twelfth and Flower, Los Angeles, 
California. We believe Dr. Shuler 
is. without dispute, the outstand- 
ing- fundamental leader in Amer- 
ican Methodism today. These 
articles which Dr. Shuler is pre- 
paring for a book, will concern the 
great fundamentals of the faith, 
will be slanted especially for young 
people, and will be of intense 
interest. Dr. Shuler has long been 
pastor of one of the largest 
churches of the Methodist de- 
nomination. He has never sold out, 
never trimmed his sails nor 
dipped his colors to modernism. 

There will be more sermons by 
the. late Billy Sunday. There will 
be more sermons by the greatest 
living evangelists—-Dr. Bob Jones, 
Sr.. Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, Dr. 
Joe Henry Hankins, and many, 
many others. 

There will be answers to Bible 
questions, helps on soul winning, 
articles on revival. 

There will be comments on the 
news as it affects Christians. 

There will be wonderful ac- 
counts of revivals and many 
stories of happy conversions. All 
of us will feel that one of the best 
possible ways to please God and 
help bring about revival and the 
saving of millions of souls is to 
spread THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD to many, many thousands 
of readers. 

The New Book, “God’s Cure 
for Anxious Care” 

I have said we expect to offer 
a beautiful clothbound book free 
with three 8-month subscriptions 
for $3.00. The book we will offer 
is God’s Cure for Anxious Care. 
Recently we felt a great burden 
to get out this book as a comfort 
to Christians. So many people are 
troubled about the atomic bomb, 
about threatened war with Russia, 
about the possibilities of financial 
depression, about labor strikes and 
rising living costs. Surely there 


is a need for a comfort book, a 
book that will take the Word of 
God and teach the wonderful 
passages of Scripture that lead 
Christians to trust and be happy, 
whatever their surroundings. So, 
with much work and prayer, we 
have prepared such a book. The 
chapters are as follows: 

1. God's Cure for Anxious Care. 


2. Never Alone; Never For- 
saken. 


3. Water for the Thirsty. 


4. “Power to the Faint.” 

5. A Widow, a Pot of Oil and 
God. 

6. I Thirst. 

7. Affectionale Christians. 

8. “Sir, We Would See Jesus.” 

9. “I Will Love Thee, O Lord, 


My Strength.” 


This the kind of book you 
could give to one who is bereaved 
of a loved one, the kind you can 
give to a shut-in; any Christian 
who has gone through disillusion- 
ment or sickness or trouble will 
find here new faith, new joy, new 
peace through the blesseq teaching 
of God’s Holy Word. 


Readers of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD know that we often 
preach boldly and plainly against 
sin. We preach to lost sinners 
that they should repent. We 
preach to Christians that they 
should turn from worldly ways, 
confess and forsake their back- 
sliding and earnestly seek to live 
holy lives. But God wants us to 
do something more than rebuke 
sin. The Scripture says, “Comfort 
ye, comfort ye my people.” The 
Scripture commands us to lift up 
feeble hands anqg strengthen the 
feeble knees. Here is a book to 
teach Christians to trust and be 


is 


happy. This pbook will bring 
comfort in prayer. It will make 
Christians happier Christians 


and stronger Christians. It will 
help Christians to get busy about 
the main thing—soul winning, and 
will help Christians to love God 
better and to love other Christians 
better. 


I have felt for years that God 
wanted me to get out a comfort 
book. He has wonderfully used the 
little book, Bible Facts About 
Heaven, but this is a larger book, 
with more varied interest. 


The nine chapters make a book 
of 127 pages. We are having 
10,000 copies printed in the first 
edition, and it is now being bound 
in one of the largest printing 
plants in the world. We have 
spent lots of money on the book. 
For example, the drawings for 
jacket, end sheets, etc., alone cost 
$60.00, besides the plates. We 
spent more work on this book to 
make it beautiful than on any 
other book that we have ever pub- 
lished. The type, the chapter 
headings, the beautiful printed end 
sheets, the title page, the lovely 
cloth cover, the exquisite jacket, 
will be a delight. We _ spared 
nothing to make it a lovely gift 
book. But we are going to give it 
absolutely free for three 8-month 
subscriptions. 

Next week we hope to be able 
to publish .a picture of the book. 
Perhaps even now, aS you read 


these lines, copies are being 
shipped to us at Wheaton. We are 
anxious to start giving them 


away. We urge every reader to 
plan now the first three subscrip- 
tions you will send. You may send 
either new or renewal. Subscrip- 
tions in Canada and foreign coun- 
tries will be for 6 months instead 
of 8 months. 

Let us hear from you. And send 
subscriptions to Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 West Wesley 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
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“Dear Christian Friends: 

“I am giad that I can say the 
truth when I say how wonderful 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD is. 
Praise God, no need to lie; in fact, 
one can't explain themselves well 
enough to tell how WONDERFUL 
it is, 

“I have heard how dope fiends 
wait for their dope to satisfy them. 
I have heard how a man who is 

dying of thirst in the desert waits 

for water. I have heard of how a 
fellow feels when his sweetheart 
who has been away for years is 
coming home. So it is with me and 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. It 
is that certain thing that is just 
for me; it is that certain thing that 
quenches my spiritual thirst; it is 
that friend whom I look forward 
to every week. Mind you, it is no 
lie with me, 

“I am pastor of a little flock in 
Pennsylvania. Surely we need to 
feed our flock good green grass, 
not something that has been tram- 
pled over and over again by the 
feet of the modern preacher who 
is always looking for green grass 
in some book outside the Word of 
God. 

“A friend of mine gave me a 
gift one day, and it was Dr. Rice's 
book on Prayer. I love it... If it 
were possible I would fill all my 
shelves with his books. 

“My God bless THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD and all those behind 
it, that thousands may find Christ 
in these days of darkness and sin.” 

(Rev.) Joseph G. Burkner, 
Aliquippa, Pa. 
+ * * 
“Dear Sword of the Lord 
Publishers: 

“T want to write and tell you 
how I came to get THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. It was ’round this 
time, four years ago, I believe, 
when the days are nice and warm 
and the nights still frosty, but for 
fishetmen it is just the nicest time 
to fish. I took my way around 
the beach as I was coming back 
from the mail box on top the hill. 
No fisherman in sight (they had 
just gone)—-just the fire, which 
was still smoking. I went to it 
and noticed that a paper had not 
burned. I picked it up, looked at 
it. It was THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD. I read this God-sent paper 
and liked it very, very much, be- 
cause as a young convert, through 
L. P. Lehman's Radio Program, 
“Bit of Heaven,” I was always 
wishing for something good and 
true besides my Bible that would 
explain it to me. Thank God, now 
I have it and I don’t want to be 
without it any more. Enclosed 
please find money order of $4.00 
for my past-due account and the 
renewal label inside. 

“Wishing God's 
blessitngs, 

“Yours truly, 
“Mrs. Fred Schleger, 
“Lake Lynn, Pa.” 
P. S.: I want the folder of Sword 
of thé Lord Workers. Thank you. 


* * * 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“T surely enjoy your fine ser- 
mons, and I nearly always take 
‘The Sword’ to work with me and 
read it when I have time. It was 
through ‘The Sword’ several years 
ago that my wife and I found the 
Lord as our own personal Saviour, 
for which I am mighty thankful. 

“Dwayne Royer, 
“North Manchester, Ind.” 


. * * 


you richest 


“Gentlemen: 

“Of all Dr. Rice’s books, I found 
that the Lord was able to bless 
most through the message of Bob- 
bed Hair, Bossy Wives, and Wom- 
en Preachers. I was thoroughly 
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DR. JOHN BROWN 
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ference on Evangelism, John 
Brown University, Siloam Springs, 
Arkansas. Act today—only three 
weeks remaining. 
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Mr. A. J. Philippi, Lake Louise 


Conference Grounds and Hotel, 
Toccoa, Georgia. 


convinced of the truth of its mes- 
sage at the first reading and felt 
that 1 was on hallowed ground as 
God Himself spoke to me and call- 
ed me into obedience in these re- 
spects. Some of the most blessed 
experiences I have-had with Him 
have been in submitting to author- 
ity in the home and church, and I 
have ‘experienced many answers 
to prayer in situations where oth- 
er efforts and methods had previ- 
ously failed. 
“«( Miss) Nellie Sherwood, 
“Detroit, Mich.” 


7 * * 
“Dear Christian friends: 

“I have just been receiving THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD since Jan- 
uary; but it was love at first sight, 
and we can hardly wait to get te- 
gether each week for fellowship. 


“It may seem to be a strange 
confession to make, but THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD seems to 

be becoming a necessity to me 
now. It is almost as necessary as 
daily food. It has cast a sort of 
hypnotic spell over me, and even 
my wife can’t break it! She also 
enjoys it very, very much, how- 
ever. 

“My heart has surely been 
warmed and stirred, and a desire 
for revival, for the salvation of 
the lost, and the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit in my own life, has 
been created by the reading of its 
pages. 

‘May God richly bless it to every 
reader in such a way also, is my 
sincere prayer. May God bless all 
who through their fully-yielded 
lives contribute to its success. 


“Curt Bork, 
“Nipawin, Sask., Canada.” 
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-. world was to save sinners. 


Page Bight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 4, 1948 


Jesus, Filled with the Holy Spirit 


(Continued from Page 7) 


Lord, giving thanks to God. There 
is always joy in being in the cen- 
ter of God’s will, and having 
God’s power, and doing His work, 
and seeing the blessed fruit ol 
His gospel. But you may be sure 
that there was no selfish purpose 
in the mind of the Lord Jesus 
when He was filled with the Holy 
Spirit. He was not simply seeking 
“an experience.” He did not sim- 
ply want something to brag about 
that He might say, “I am sancti- 
fied,” or, “Now I have my bap- 
tism.” Jesus was simply endued 
with power to do the work the 
Father had Him to do. And so we 
should also be filled with the 
Spirit for that same simple pur- 
pose. 


2. The Lord Jesus Was Filled With 
the Holy Spirit for the Pur- 

pose of Winning outs 

Surely, surely every person who 
reads this knows that God's pur- 
pose in sending Jesus into the 
“This 
is a faithful *aying, and worthy 
ef all acceptation, that Christ 
Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners; of whom I am chief,” said 
Paul (1 Tim. 1:15). And Jesus 
Himselt said, “For the Son of 
man is come to seek and to save 
thgt which was lost” (Luke 
19:10). And even now we are told, 
“Joy shall .e in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than 
over ninety and nine just per- 
sons, which need no repentance” 
(Luke 15:7). We know what was 
in the mind of the Lord Jesus 
when He came into this world. He 
came to save sinners! And His 
anointing was -or this purpose. 
He received a divine enabling, a‘ 
divine enduement for the work 
God had given Him to do. The 
Lord Jesus received the same 
blessing that the disciples at Pen- 
tecost received. They tarried until 
they were endued with power from 
on high to preach the gospel. They 
claimed the promise, “But ye shall 
receive power, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
Shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and 
in Samaria and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). Oh, 
keep the main thing in mind! 
Jesus wanted to save sinners, and 
that is what His Holy enduement 
was for. 

3. If the Lord Jesus Needed to Be 
Filled With the Holy Spirit, 
How Much More Do We! 
Jesus waited thirty years, home- 

tick, I think, for Heaven, but 

never started a revival, never 
preached a sermon, never set owt 
to do the task for whic He had 
come to earth, until He was an- 
ointed for it. Then He entered into 
the synagogue at Nazareth where 

He had attended so many times in 

these thirty years past and read 

to them the Scripture, “The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

because he hath anointed me to 

preach the gospel to the poor; he 
hath sent me to heal the broken- 
hearted, to preach deliverance to 
the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at lib- 
erty them that are _ bruised” 
(Luke 4:18). How His face must 
have lighted up and His eyes 
glowed as He said, “This day is 
this scripture fulfilled in your 
ears!” (Luke 4:21). Jesus would 
not preach until He was anointed 
to preach! Jesus was never con- 
tent to try to do supernatural 
work without supernatural power. 

And if that pure and holy 
Jesus needed to be filled with the 
Spirit, and was not fit to preach, 
not equipped to preach, until He 
had a holy anointing from God, 
oh, how presumptuous are all of 
us who put our unholy feet into 
the pulpit and stand before con- 
gregations to preach the riches 
of Christ without an anointing 
from Heaven! I wonder that God 
does not kill some men, as He 
slew Nadab and Abihu, the sons 
of Aaron who carried strange fire 
into the tabernacle instead of al- 
lowing God to give the miraculous 
fire from Heaven. 

I do not say that anybody 
Should stop trying to preach the 
gospel. I would not discourage any 
Sunday School teacher from try- 
ing next Sunday to win souls to 
Christ. I would not discourage any 
personal worker from trying earn- 


estly to bring friends and loved 
ones to a decision for Christ, 
whether you have the supernat- 
ural power you know you ought 
to have or not. Oh, but I would go 
with such a cry and such a burden 
in my soul that God could not long 
let me go alone, without His 
mighty power! I believe that God 
never requires any. Christian to 
do anything ‘or which He will not 
supply the power, if we wait on 
Him and pay His price. And if 
Jesus needed to be filled with the 
Spirit, how wicked and presump- 
tuous must our hearts appear be- 
fore God when we have no burden 
for God’s fuliness, when we go on 
day after day in the ordinary 
powerless routine of so-called 
‘Christian service’ with no su- 
pernatural fruits, no mighty mov- 
ings of the Holy Spirit, no souls 
snatched from the burning. If 
Jesus Christ needed to be filled 
with the Spirit, then every Chris- 
tian who serves God needs, surely, 
a blessed anointing of the Holy 
Spirit in power. 


4. The Conditions Jesus Met 
the Power of Pentecost are 
the Same Conditions Al- 
ways Required 


for 


What were the conditions when 
Jesus was filled with the Holy 
Spirit? “Now wher all the people 
were baptized, it came to pass, 
that Jesus also being baptized, 
and praying, the heaven was open- 
ed, And the Holy Ghost descended 
in a bodily shape like a dove 


upon him ” (Luke 3:21,22). 
First, Jesus was baptized, and 
then He prayed. Those two things 
indicate the two great conditions 
required for the fullness of the 
Holy Spirit. 

Elsewhere we will deal in detail 
with the conditions God requires. 
Here we can only briefly indicate 
that Jesus met these same con- 
ditions. First, He gave Himself, 
obedient to death, to get sinners 
saved. In Acts 5:32 we are told in 
the words of Peter, “And we are 
witnesses of these things; and so 
is also the Holy Ghost, whom God 
hath given to them that obey 
him.” The disciples before Pente- 
cost were commanded to tarry 
until they were endued with power 
from on high, to carry the gospel 
to all the world. They had given 
themselves up to this task com- 
manded of them. They were will- 
ing to live or die to win souls. And 
this obedience of Leart to God's 
soul-winning plan prepared them 
to tarry until they were endued 
with power from on high. 

So Jesus, when He was baptized, 
gave Himself up to die for the 
saving of souls. When He came 
into the world, we are told He 
said to the Father, “Lo, I come 
.. . to do thy will, O God” (Heb. 
10:5-7). The Lord Jesus, at His 
baptism, offered Himself up to 
die, and to live, for the saving 
of souls. He dedicated Himself to 
the task, so He had a right to ask 
the Fathe- for the power He 
needed to complete the task. 

Then when Jesus was baptized, 
indicating His perfect separation 
to the will of the Lord, His giving 
Himself wholly to do the will of 


God, He prayed. And prayer is the 
second requirement for the full- 
ness of the Holy Spirit. In Luke 
11:13 Jesus said, “If ye then, be- 
ing evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children: how 
much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him?” God gives 
the Holy Spirit, in His soul-win- 
ning fullness, to those who ask 
Him, that is, to those who keep 
on asking, for the word “ask” is 
used in the tense that indicates 
continued asking. Jesus prayed 
for the fullness of the Spirit and 
that mighty power of the Spirit 
came upon Him. 


Jesus did not need to pray as 
long as the disciples did, waiting 
in the upper room before Pente- 
cost.. You see, there is no indeci- 
sion, no divided motive, with 
Jesus. So He did not need to pray 
so long as we often need to pray. 
Once, indeed, Jesus went into a 
mountain and prayed all night 
(Luke 6:12). In the Garden of 
Gethsemane He prayed three 
times, saying the same _ words, 
pleading that the cup might pass 
over until the morrow, the proper 
time for His death. And He was 
heard, we are told. When Jesus 
prayed at His baptism for the 
fullness of the Holy Spirit, we 
may well suppose that His heart 
had already been crying out for 
this fullness of God’s power upon 
Him. 


How long must we wait before 
God to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit? Well, Jesus told the dis- 
ciples, “Tarry until ye be 
endued with power from on high” 
(Luke 24:49). So we should wait 


and plead and pray as long as 
necessary. With Jesus, in this 
case, it did not take long. 


Nor did Jesus ever fail in the 
fullness of God's Spirit’s power 
upon Him. He was filled without 
measure, from that moment on. 


I have often thought of a rain 
barrel that sat at the corner of 
our house in West Texas. It was 
a dry and arid country. There 
were no wells to furnish water. 
Earthen tanks or ponds collected 
the water and then some was 
hauled to our cisterns. But the 
women were always anxious to 
have rain water for shampoos and 
for washing clothes. But when a 
rain came, sometimes after 
months of drought, the old rain 
barrel would have big cracks. 
Much of the water would leak out 
before the oak staves of the bar- 
rel soaked up enough water to 
tighten themselves and stop the 
leaks. We poor, frail Christians 
have so many leaks! We do not 
stay filled with the Spirit. Prob- 
ably I should more properly say 
that we do not have the constant 
flow of the Holy Spirit into our 
lives and so we do not stay full 
of His power. But Jesus did! Al- 
ways Jesus was filled with the 
Spirit, from that day forward. 


And if Jesus needed to pray to 
be filled with the Spirit, surely 
we, too, ought to pray! 

And now may the God and. Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ 
teach us to follow His steps. May 
we learn to follow in the steps 
of the Saviour in seeking God’s 
fullness and having the power of 
the Holy Spirit upon us as our 
Saviour had. 
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Scriptural, Life-Changing Books 
By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


THE HOME—Courtship, Marriage and Children 
A Bible manual of 22 chapters on courtship, marriage, 
husbands’ and wives’ duties and relationships, birth con- 


trol, family altar, discipline, divorce, 
adultery, winning children to Christ, 
and many other topics. 


PRAYER—Asking and Receiving 


The most popular book on prayer in America! 
000 copies have been printed, still going strong. Com- 
bines Bible teaching on prayer with 
practical examples from the author’s 
Christians 
read this book should never be the 
inspirational, 
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Truly a life-changing book, as prov- 
en from many, many who have writ- 
ten us of the wonderful things God 
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TWELVE TREMENDOUS THEMES 
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Bible, sin, security of a believer, eternal punishment, the 
gospel, 
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duction by Dr. Robert G. Lee of Mem- 
phis, who says, “This book is truth sim- 
ply and pungently phrased. 
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It is declaration saturated and 
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H. A. Ironside, Chicago, says it “deals 
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pages, in lovely cloth binding. Price 
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SWORD BOOK OF TREASURES 
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